
Chapter 14-α Grammar Material, + End of CH13-β Review 

1. COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES/ADVERBS — English 

(a) Positive (regular) degree: 

• “He is quick (adj.)” 
• “She runs quickly (adv.)” 

(b) Comparative degree (the “more” degree): 

• “He is quicker (adj.)” 
• “She runs more quickly (adv.)” 

(c) Superlative degree (the “most” degree): 

• “He is quickest (adj.)” 
• “She runs most quickly (adv.)” 

2. GREEK COMPARISON. Morphology. 

Two Styles: 

(a) “REGULAR” in -τερος, -τατος. 

δεινός (“terrible”) 

• Comparative: δεινότερος, δεινοτέρα, δεινότερον (“more terrible”) 
• Superlative: δεινότατος, δεινοτάτη, δεινότατον (“most terrible,” 2nd-1st-2nd 

decl.) 
 2nd-1st-2nd decl., i.e., declined like μακρός, μακρή, μακρόν 

(b) “IRREGULAR” in -ων, -στος. 

καλός (“good, beautiful”) 

• Comparative: καλλίων, κάλλιον (“more beautiful”) 
 3rd decl., i.e., declined like σώφρων, σῶφρον, vol. 1 p. 78 

• Superlative: κάλλιστος, -η, -ον (“most beautiful,” 2nd-1st-2nd decl.) 
 2nd-1st-2nd decl., i.e., declined like μακρός, μακρή, μακρόν 
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3. Declension (comparatives, superlatives). PARADIGMS 

(a) “Regular” comparison: δεινός.  
 

 comparative     
 sing.   plur.   
 masc. 2nd decl fem. 1st decl neut. 2nd decl masc. fem. neut. 
nom. δεινότερ-ος δεινοτέρ-α δεινότερ-ον δεινότερ-οι δεινότερ-αι δεινότερ-α 
gen. δεινοτέρ-ου δεινοτέρ-ας δεινοτέρ-ου δεινοτέρ-ων δεινοτέρ-ων δεινοτέρ-ων 
dat. δεινοτέρ-ῳ δεινοτέρ-ᾳ δεινοτέρ-ῳ δεινοτέρ-οις δεινοτέρ-αις δεινοτέρ-οις 
acc. δεινότερ-ον δεινοτέρ-αν δεινότερ-ον δεινοτέρ-ους δεινοτέρ-ας δεινότερ-α 
voc. δεινότερ-ε δεινοτέρ-α δεινότερ-ον δεινότερ-οι δεινότερ-αι δεινότερ-α 

 superlative     
 2nd decl  1st decl  2nd decl 

δεινότατ-ος δευνοτάτ-η δεινότατ-ον 
δεινοτάτ-ου  δευνοτάτ-ης  δεινοτάτ-ου 
etc. 

 
(b) “Irregular” comparison, καλός. 

 comparative    
 sing.  plur.  
 masc.-fem. neut. masc.-fem. neut. 
nom. καλλίων κάλλιον καλλίον-ες καλλίον-α 
gen. καλλίον-ος καλλίον-ος καλλιόν-ων καλλιόν-ων 
dat. καλλίον-ι καλλίον-ι καλλίουσι(ν) καλλίουσι(ν) 
acc. καλλίον-α κάλλιον καλλίον-ας καλλίον-α 
voc. καλλίων κάλλιον καλλίον-ες καλλίον-α 
 superlative    
 κάλλιστος, -η, -ον, etc. 

 
4. Comparison of Adjectives and Adverbs — synopses 

(a) Adjectives 

A. “regular” comparison (see above) 

δεινός, δεινή, δεινόν δεινό-τερος, -ᾱ, -ον δεινό-τατος, -η, -ον 
φοβερός, -ά, -όν φοβερ-ώτερος, -ᾱ, -ον φοβερ-ώτατος, -η, -ον 
ψευδής, ψευδές ψευδέσ-τερος, -ᾱ, -ον ψευδέσ-τατος, -η, -ον 
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B. “irregular” comparison (see above) 

ἀγαθός, -ή, -όν ἀμείνων, ἄμεινον 
(ἀμείνονος, etc.) 

ἄριστος, -η, -ον 

κακός, -ή, -όν κακίων, κάκιον κάκιστος, -η, -ον 
καλός, etc. καλλίων, κάλλιον κάλλιστος, etc. 
μέγας, μεγάλη, μέγα μείζων, μεῖζον μέγιστος, etc. 
ὀλίγος, etc. ἐλάττων, ἔλαττον ὀλίγιστος, etc. 
πολύς, πολλή, πολύ πλείων (πλέων), πλεῖον (πλέον) πλείστος, etc. 

 
(b) Adverbs 

 

A. “regular” comparison (see above) 

φοβερῶς φοβερ-ώτερον φοβερ-ώτατα 
ψευδῶς ψευδέστερον ψευδεστατα 

B. “irregular” comparison (see above) 

εὖ ἄμεινον ἄριστα 
κακῶς κάκιον κάκιστα 
πολύ πολύ πλεῖστα 
μάλα μᾶλλον μάλιστα 

 
5. Comparison of Adjectives and Adverbs—Examples 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις (πολλῷ/μακρῷ) μακρότερός ἐστιν [ἢ ὁ Φίλιππος] / [τοῦ 
Φιλίππου]. 
D. is (much) taller [than Ph.] 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις μακρότερός ἐστιν. 
D. is rather tall. / D. is too tall. 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις μακρότατός ἐστιν τῶν Ἀθηναίων. 
D. is taller than the Athenians. 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις μακρότατός ἐστιν. 
D. is very tall. 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις ὡς (or ὅτι) μακρότατός ἐστιν. 
D. is as tall as possible. 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις ἀνδρειότερον μάχεται [ἢ ὁ Φίλιππος] / [τοῦ Φιλίππου]. 
D. fights more bravely than Ph. 
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ὁ Δικαιόπολις ἀνδρειότερον μάχεται. 
D. fights rather bravely. / D. fights too bravely. 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις ἀνδρειότατα μάχεται τῶν Ἀθηναίων. 
D fights the most bravely of the Athenians. 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις ἀνδρειότατα μάχεται . 
D fights very bravely. 

ὁ Δικαιόπολις ὡς (or ὅτι) ἀνδρειότατα μάχεται. 
D. fights as bravely as possible. 

6. REVIEW: 3rd Decl. Nouns, Adjectives with Stems in -εσ- 

Book (vol. 1) pp. 226–8 

Takeaway: 

A. Variant 3rd declension nouns/adjs. 
B. In Attic Greek, the sigma, dropping out of stem, creates vowel blends 

(a) Paradigms: τὸ γένος, τοῦ γένους (neut), “family,” “race,” “kind” 

 sing plur 
nom τὸ γέν-ος τὰ γέν-η 
gen τοῦ γέν-ους τῶν γεν-ῶν 
dat τῷ γέν-ει τοῖς γέν-εσι(ν) 
acc τὸ γέν-ος τὰ γέν-η 
voc ὦ γέν-ος ὦ γέν-η 

 
 Compare τὸ τεῖχος, τοῦ τείχους, “wall”) 
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(b) Paradigms: ψευδής (masc., fem.), ψευδές (neut.), “false” 

sing  plur 
 masc/fem neut  masc/fem neut 

nom ψευδ-ής ψευδ-ές  ψευδ-εῖς ψευδ-ῆ 
gen ψευδ-οῦς  ψευδ-ῶν 
dat ψευδ-εῖ  ψευδ-έσι(ν) 
acc ψευδ-ῆ ψευδ-ές  ψευδ-εῖς ψευδ-ῆ 
voc ψευδ-ές  ψευδ- εῖς ψευδ-ῆ 

 
 Compare ἀληθής, ἀληθές, “true” 

7. REVIEW: 1st/3rd Declension Adjectives in -υ- 

βραδύς (masc, 2nd decl), βραδεῖα (fem, 1st decl), βραδύ (neut, 2nd decl): “slow” 
 sing  plur 
 masc fem neut  masc fem neut 
 2nd decl 1st decl 2nd decl  2nd decl 1st decl 2nd decl 

nom βραδ-ύς βραδεῖ-α βραδ-ύ  βραδ-εῖς βραδ βραδ-έα 
gen βραδ-έος βραδεί-ας βραδ-έος  βραδ-έων βραδ βραδ-έων 
dat βραδ-εῖ βραδεί-ᾳ βραδ-εῖ  βραδ-έσι(ν) βραδ βραδ-έσι(ν) 
acc βραδ-ύν βραδεῖ-αν βραδ-ύ  βραδ-εῖς βραδ βραδ-έα 
voc βραδ-ύ βραδεῖ-α βραδ-ύ  βραδ-εῖς βραδ βραδ-έα 

 
 Compare ταχύς, ταχεῖα, ταχύ, “fast” 

8. Vocab 

Α. πῶς πράττεις; How are you doing/faring? 
Β. πράττω εὖ. I am doing/faring well. 

χρῶμαι πολλοῖς φίλοις I have (lit. “use”) many friends 

ἐχρήσω ὀλίγοις φίλοις You had (lit. “used”) many friends 

ὁ στρατός / ὁ στρατιώτης / τὸ στράτευμα / ὁ στρατηγός 
army             soldier                 army                  general 

ξένος       : πολίτης :: βάρβαρος : Ἕλλην 
foreigner : citizen    :: barbarian  : Greek 
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