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(b)

What is “aorist”?

Short version. Aorist is both time and aspect.

The aorist is a time-frame (when it goes down) an aspect (how it goes down).

e In the indicative (statements or questions about facts), aorist is simple action (aspect)
in past time

e In the imperative and infinitive, aorist is simple action, period — just “do it!”

o We'll later see how aorist infinitives sometimes have to do with prior time. For
now, ignore that

e In the participle, aorist is mostly simple action prior to main idea (prior to time of
main verb), “having done” something before you do/did/will do something

Long version.

Greek dopLotog xo0vog (aoristos khronos) = “undefined time/tense,” i.e.,

- simple past time (indicative “fact telling”)

- simple action w/o time reference (imperative, inf., ptc., etc.)

The “simple” part of “aorist” is referred to as its aspect (“simple” or “aoristic” aspect).
The “past” part is its time, which sometimes does, sometimes doesn’t, kick in.

e Aorist indicative (for now, at least) always = simple past:

o TO agyvowov éAafov = “I took (EAaPov) the money (to doyvolov).” (Never “I
was taking the money.” Never. This is important)
o The aorist indicative is always augmented
E-Aapov I took (Aappdvw take)
am-é-0avov I died (amo-Ovijokw die)
nvoov/evov I found (evolokw find)
e Aorist imperative always = simple command, “Do it!” (Past commands don't exist.
They violate the laws of physics.) In the imperative, it’s all about aspect, not time.

o 1O aQgyvowov Aafé = “Tnke the money.” (Not “Be taking it,” which = present
infinitive, AduBave)

o But English doesn’t really care about the difference. Adupave or Aafé, to English
speakers it just looks like “take!”

The aorist imperative is never augmented

e Aorist infinitive for now is likewise all about aspect, simple action, not time. (Later,
we’ll learn how it can relate to relative time.)

o TO aQyvowov Aafetv BovAouat. “I want to take (Aafetv) the money.” (Not I want
to be taking the money.”)

The aorist infinitive is never augmented
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Aorist participles usually imply simple action happening prior to the main verb.
(Sometimes for aorist participles, time is irrelevant, but the “simple” part of “simple
action” is always relevant for any aorist.)

o 1O doyvoov AaBovoa/AaBwyv, xaiow. “Having taken (Aaovoa/AaBwv, “because
I have taken,” etc.) the money, I am happy”

o But English doesn't like all the fuss, so you'll often hear instead, “I'm happy
taking the money.” In Greek, that’s still going to be an aorist participle,
Aafovoa/AaPav

The aorist participle is never augmented

2. Formation of the aorist stem? Trick question: Memorize all aorist stems! Memorize
all principal parts!

Stem. We're starting with the “second” aorist. There simply is no rule for forming second
aorist stems. Memorize all principle parts!!

o There is, though, a pattern. Thematic “second” aorists are usually just the root
(sometimes doubled) with regular thematic past endings. That won't, though,
help you much. Memorize all principle parts!!

Augment

o In the indicative, the aorist stem has an augment in front of it, but only in the
indicative! (To flag past time)

o Aorists that are not indicative (aorist imperative, aorist infinitive, aorist
participle, etc.) never!! augment, no matter the “time” part

o You form the augment by. . .

* Adding an epsilon in front of the stem (¢-Aafov), but only for stems beginning
with a consonant

» If the stem begins with a vowel, lengthen the vowel (&yw - T)yayov). If the
vowel is already long, leave as is

o Table of augments:

a =+ =1 W= w eL=> (or ey
€=+ o=+ w aL=>n €L = N (or &v)
n=>rn vV o = 1Mv oL~ w

o Compound verbs, augment (mostly) follows prefix

kata-niintw “I fall down” = kat-¢necov “I fell down.”
av-dyw “Ilead up” = av-1yayov “I led up.”
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3. Aorist Tense and Mood: Time-Aspect Table. Aapfavw, “Take”

simple past

simple present

“time before”

aor. indicative

é&-Aap-ov 10
&QOTQOV.
I took the plow.

aor. infinitive

£0éAw Aap-etv TO
A&QOTQEOV.
[ want to take the plow.

aor. imperative

AaP-€ TO AQOTQOV.

Take the plow!
aor. participle AaP-wv TO &AQOTEOV,
xalow.
Having taken the plow,
I'm glad.
4. Notes on principal parts and aorist stems.

e Memorize principal parts!

e For now, though, worry only about #s 1-3

e Check out the following (the aorist, new this chapter, in red):

o AauBavw,”take”

1. AapBavw (present system).

2. Aopat (future middle system, no active future).

3. €AaPov (aorist active/middle system).

o Aelnw, “leave” (leave a thing behind)

1. Aeinw (present system).

2. Aelw (future active/middle system).

3. éAwnov (aorist active/middle system).
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2nd aorist (thematic aorist) endings versus present endings.

2nd aorist present
active middle | active middle
indic. 1 | -ov -ounv | -w -opat
2nd | —gg -ov -ELC -€L
3rd | -g(v) -€TO -€l -eTaL
1st | -opev -opeba | -opev -O0ueba
2nd | -gTe -e00¢ -ete -e00¢
3 | -ov -OVTO -ovoy(v) -ovial
imper. sing. | -€ -0v -€ -ov
imper. plur | -ete -e00¢ -ETE -e00e
inf. | -etv -€00aL | -ewv -eo0at
ptc | masc. -wv, -Ovtog etc. -Opevog | -wv -épevog
fem. -ovoq, -obOoNg  -opévn | -ovoa  -eUéVn)
neut. -Ov, -Ovtog etc.  -Opevog | -ov -épevov

2nd aorist active EAaPov versus 27 aorist middle éyevounv

“take” “become”
parts 1-3  AapBavw, Apouat, EAafov | Yiyvopat, Yevr|ooual, £€yevouny
active 2" gorist, TOOK etc. middle 2" aorist, BECAME etc.
indic. I | éAap-ov gyev-ounv
2m | EAaP-eg €yév-ov
3 | EAaf-e(v) €yév-e10
It | eAG&P-opev gyev-oueOa
2 | EAGP-ete gyév-eo0e
31 | EAaf-ov €yév-ovto
imper. sing. | Aaf3-¢ Y&v-ov
imper. plur | A&f3-ete Yév-e00¢
inf. | Aap-etv vev-éo0at
Ptc | Aap-wv, Aap-ovoa, Yev-Ouev-0g, -1, -0V

Aaf-ov (AaB-0TvTog etc.)




GRK 101 CH11-a/$

Handout

Principal parts with “irregular” stems — memorize!

aloéw (take)

1. aigéw (present)

2. aignow (future)

3. etAov (aorist)
€oxopat (o)

1. €oxopat

2. el

3. nABov
Aéyw (say)

1. Aéyw

2. Aé&w

3. elmov
004w (see)

1. 0p&w

2. &popat

3. eldov
@éow (bear, carry)

1. @éow

2. olow

3. fveyxkov

Chart: principal parts of verbs with 2" aorists

present future 2nd aorist (+ stem where not clear) | meaning
ayw alw nyay-ov (&yoy-) lead
AUAQTAVW | apagtioopal | uaT-ov (dpat-) miss, err
amo-Ovrjokw | ano-0avovuat | am-é-0av-ov die
ap-tkvéopat | ag-tEopat d@-ix-ounv (ix-, short 1) arrive
algéw algnow eir-ov (€A-) take, capture
BaAAw BaAw é-BaA-ov throw
Yiyvouat yevrioopo g-yev-ounv become
eloayw eloalw elo-nyay-ov (eio-ayoay-) lead in
émopat épopat é&-gm-ounv (om-) follow
goxopat el NAB-ov (A0-) come, g0
€QWTAW €0 ro-ounyv (¢0-) ask
€00iw Edw é&-pay-ov eat
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present future 2nd aorist (+ stem where not clear) | meaning
eLEIOKW gvErooHaL NvE-ov / e0E-ov (eVQ-) find
Exw éEw [ oxow é-ox-ov (ox-) have
KAUV@ KAHOUHAL é&-xap-ov am tired
AapBavw Afopat é&-Aap-ov take
AavOavw AMow é&-AaO-ov escape notice
Aéyw €0W eim-ov (eim-) say, speak
Aelmw Aelpw é&-Am-ov leave
HavOavw pHaOnoopat é&-paB-ov learn
004w opopat eid-ov (i6-) see
TAOXW neloopat é-maO-ov suffer
v THopAL é-mi-ov drink
TUTITW TIECOVHAL é-meo-ov fall
nvvOavouat | mevoopat &-mvO-ounv inquire
TéUvw TEUW é-tep-ov cut
TEEXW doapovual £-0pap-ov run
TUYXAVW tevéopat é-tux-ov hit the mark
Péow olow fjveykov (éveyk-) carry
Pevyw @evéopat é-puy-ov flee

Vocab notes.

0 Apyoc doxkel pot kbwv elvat.

Argos seems to me be a dog. dokel + dat of reference (pot “to me”) +inf. (etvaw).

SPECIAL, IDIOMATIC USE: doxkel pot émaveAOetv (= aor. inf. “to return”) olikcade.

It “seems” —i.e., it seems good—to me to return home. Special idiom, =

I have decided to return home.

Aappav-w (active) 1o dpotpov (acc DO).

I take the plow.

Aappav-opar (middle) Tng xew00¢ (gen) Tov matEOG.
w/ middle = take hold of.

I take hold of my father’s hand.

énaBov moAAa ayaBd! (neut. acc. plur.; dyabdg, -1), -6v = “good.”)
I have experienced good things.=. . .

Good things have happened to me!
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