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First I tried to present just an introduction of the superconductivity including the BCS
(Bardeen-Cooper-Schrieffer) theory in the Blackboard (this system is adopted in SUNY
for the presentation of documents related to the Class). However, I realized that it was
very difficult for me to write such a brief article on a variety of physics of
superconductivity for a short time. The superconductivity is now one of the most
important fields in the condensed matter physics. So I decided to write a longer review on
the superconductivity, which may be useful for both the graduate students and
undergraduate students who want to understand the physics. To this end, I spent a lot of
times in reviewing many textbooks and papers (see the References), and my old lecture
note of solid state physics after the Fall semester (2011) was over. Consequently I have
finished writing this article, which is presented here.

After getting a Ph.D. in physics from the University of Tokyo, and doing a research at
the Ochanomizu University (Tokyo, Japan), I came to the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign (UIUC). I did my research, collaborating with Prof. Hartmut Zabal
(currently, Ruhr-Universitdt Bochum, Germany) in July 1984 (I stayed at UIUC for the
period between 1984 and 1985). First I really realized that a brilliant theory of BCS was
born from such a nice campus. I often saw Prof. Bardeen reading news paper at the
library of the Physics Department. Prof. William McMillan had worked hard using his
computers in basement of his home. At that times I was very interested in his ongoing
model of the spin glass (so-called domain model or droplet model). I also saw Prof.
David Pines (Bohm-Pines theory) and Prof. Anthony Leggett (Nobel laureate for
superfluidity of liquid *He) in Physics Colloquium. In August, 1984, Prof. McMillan
unfortunately died because of car accident. So I missed the opportunity to learn about his
exciting model from him.

Recently I read a book titled "Genius, The life and science of John Bardeen, which
was written by Hoddeson and Daitch. I was very impressed by this book. It vividly
explained how the BCS theory was born from the hands of three distinguished scientists
in the Department of Physics (UIUC). I also noticed what happened to the fate of the
quantum theory of the charge density wave (CDW) proposed by Prof. Bardeen, around
1984 and 1985.

In 1986, the high temperature 7. superconductors were discovered by Dr. Georg
Bednorz and Dr. Karl Miller (IBM, Ziirich). Many physicists were so excited at the big
news. They attended the American Physical Society (APS) March Meeting 1987 (Spring)
(Hilton Hotel, NY City), in order to catch up with the ongoing research on the high 7,
superconductors such as YBa,Cu3O7, so on, which cannot be explained by the BCS



theory. This March Meeting was called a Woodstock of Physics in New York Times.
Soon after I moved from Champaign (Illinois) to Binghamton (NY) (1986 Fall) as a
professor of Physics, Prof. Ivar Giaever (Rensslaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY) came
to our campus (SUNY at Binghamton, NY) and gave an excellent and impressive talk on
his discovery of electron tunneling in superconductors, evidence of energy gaps in
superconductors (although his interest changed into the physics of brains). So I had a
chance to see him in the Colloquium.

John Bardeen (May 23, 1908 — January 30, 1991) was an American physicist and
electrical engineer, the only person to have won the Nobel Prize in Physics twice: first in
1956 with William Shockley and Walter Brattain for the invention of the transistor; and
again in 1972 with Leon Neil Cooper and John Robert Schrieffer for a fundamental
theory of conventional superconductivity known as the BCS theory.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Bardeen

Leon N Cooper (born February 28, 1930) is an American physicist and Nobel Prize
laureate, who with John Bardeen and John Robert Schrieffer, developed the BCS theory
of superconductivity. He is also the namesake of the Cooper pair and co-developer of the
BCM theory of synaptic plasticity.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L.eon_Neil Cooper

By late February or early March of 1956, it seemed clear that if somehow the entire
ground state could be composed of such pairs, one would have a ground state with
qualitatively different properties from the normal state. And this ground state - the state
of superconductivity - would be separated from the excited states by an energy gap.
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(from True Genius, the life and science of John Bardeen, by L. Hoddeson and V. Daitch)

John Robert Schrieffer (born May 31, 1931) is an American physicist and, with John
Bardeen and Leon N Cooper, recipient of the 1972 Nobel Prize for Physics for
developing the BCS theory, the first successful microscopic theory of superconductivity.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Robert Schrieffer

Schrieffer worked more on the expression that night at his friend's house. In the
morning, he did a variational calculation to determine the gap equation. "I solved the gap
equation for the cut off potential. It was just a few hours work." Expanding the
expression, he found he had written down a product of mathematical operators on the
vacuum that expressed adding electrons to the vacuum. In his sum of a series of terms,
each one corresponded to a different total number of pairs. He could hardly believe it.
The expression "was really ordered in momentum space" and the ground state energy
"was exponentially lower in energy," as required for the state to be stable.

(from True Genius, the life and science of John Bardeen, by L. Hoddeson and V. Daitch)

Lev Davidovich Landau (Russian language: JIéB [laBinosuu Jlannay; January 22 [O.S.
January 9] 1908— April 1, 1968) was a prominent Soviet physicist who made fundamental
contributions to many areas of theoretical physics. His accomplishments include the co-
discovery of the density matrix method in quantum mechanics, the quantum mechanical
theory of diamagnetism, the theory of superfluidity, the theory of second-order phase
transitions, the Ginzburg—Landau theory of superconductivity, the theory of Fermi liquid,
the explanation of Landau damping in plasma physics, the Landau pole in quantum
electrodynamics, and the two-component theory of neutrinos. He received the 1962
Nobel Prize in Physics for his development of a mathematical theory of superfluidity that
accounts for the properties of liquid helium II at a temperature below 2.17 K.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lev_Landau

Vitaly Lazarevich Ginzburg ForMemRS (Russian: Burtammit JIa3apeBuu ['iH30ypr;
October 4, 1916 — November 8, 2009) was a Soviet theoretical physicist, astrophysicist,
Nobel laureate, a member of the Russian Academy of Sciences and one of the fathers of
Soviet hydrogen bomb. He was the successor to Igor Tamm as head of the Department of
Theoretical Physics of the Academy's physics institute (FIAN), and an outspoken atheist.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vitaly Ginzburg




((Note)) Here I present the topics of superconductivity (Josephson effect will be
discussed in other chapter). I use the c.g.s. units. I use B for the magnetic induction
(internal magnetic field) and H for the external magnetic field.

1. Disappearance of resistivity below T,
We show that the Meissner effect (B = 0) is the fundamental properties of the
superconductor. B = 0 cannot be derived from the property of p = 0.

E=a (Ohm's law).

where E is the electric field, J is the current density, and p is the resistivity. When
£ — 0 (J = constant), E must be zero. Using the Maxwell's equation, we have

VxE=—la—B=O.
c ot

The zero resistivity implies

B_,
ot

which is different from B = 0 (Meissner effect). In other words, if B = 0, we can say that
OB

o =0. But even if %—l: =0, we cannot say that B = 0.
t

((Persistent current))
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Fig.  Schematic diagram for the persistent current. B is a thermal switch. It is closed so
that the current circulates in the superconducting contour inside cryostat D, filled
with liquid He. C is a superconducting ring which generates a magnetic field. The
persistent current is used for the generation of an extremely stable magnetic field
for the SQUID magnetometer.

2. Meissner effect: Meissner and Ochsenfeld (1933)
A bulk superconductor in a weak magnetic field will act as a perfect diamagnet with
zero magnetic induction in the interior.
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When a specimen is placed in a magnetic field and is then cooled through the critical
temperature for superconductivity, the magnetic flux originally present is ejected from
the specimen.

The demagnetiztion field contribution is negligible.

B=H+4nM =0,

where M (emu/cm’) is the magnetization and H (Oe) is the external magnetic field.

H=-47M |

((Note)) The unit of His Oe. 1T = 10* Oe. 1 Gauss = 1 Oe.
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Fig. (-42M) vs an external field H for the type-I superconductor. M is the

magnetization
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Fig. B vs an external field H for the type-I superconductor. B is the magnetic
induction. B=H + 47zM.

4. The distribution of B = 0 in the superconducting sphere

We consider a superconducting sphere of radius R placed in a uniform external
magnetic field Hy. If Hy is small, the lines of force are expelled from the specimen. The
field configuration external to the sphere is determined by the equations,

V-B=0, VxB=0, B— H, as 7 —o



where r is the distance measured from the center of the sphere. The Meissner effect
imposes the condition that no line of force can penetrate into the sphere. The normal
component of B vanishes on the surface of the sphere,

(Bn )r:R = 0
The appropriate solution of B in the exterior region is

R3
B=Hge, +H, 7V(COS 0

)=V

2
r

(P.G. de Gennes, Superconductivity of metals and alloys, .M. Tinkham, Introduction to
Superconductivity)

where

— 1 '
e _=coste, —sinte,

Vo(r,0)=e, %(,iﬁ(r, 0)+e, %a—(a;)giﬁ(r, 0).

and

3

o(r,0) = —Ho(r+2R—2)cosﬁ.
r

Note that
V=0
The field B is expressed by

3

B=H,(cosbe, —sinbe,)+ H, %(—ZCOS Ge, —sinbe,) .
r

When r = R, we get



. 1 .
B=H(cosbe, —sin 0e9)+H05(—2 cos@e, —sinbe,)

3
=——H sin Ge
2 0 g

Clearly the e, component of B normal to the surface is equal to zero. We make a plot of
the distribution of B using the Mathematica (ContourPlot and StreamPlot).
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Fig. Magnetic field distribution around a superconducting sphere of radius R. For an
external magnetic field Hy which is relatively low, there is a complete Meissner
effect. The length of arrows does not corresponds to the magnitude of B.

((Mathematica))
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Clear["Global " %"];

ad
]Cos[a] ;
22

V[r_, ] := [— HOr -

V2D = V[r, o] /. {r—» x? +y? , - ArcTan[x, y]} /7 Simplify;

rulel ={a-1, HO-1}; V2D1 = V2D /. rulel;
Hx = -D[V2D1, x] // Simplify; Hy = -D[V2D1, vy] // Simplify;

gl = ContourPIot[Evaluate[Table[V2D1 =a, {a, -2, 2, 0.05}11, {xX, -2, 2}, {vy, -2, 2},
ContourStyle » Table[{Thick, Hue[0.0151i]}, {1, O, 60}],
RegionFunction - Function[{x, v}, x?+y? > 1]];

g2 = StreamPIot[EvaIuate[{Hx, Hy}1., {x, -2, 2}, {y, -2, 2}, StreamPoints - 100,
StreanStyle » {Blue, Thick}, RegionFunction - Function|[{x, v}, x*+y?>1]];
g3 = Graphics[{Blue, Thick, Circle[{0, 0}, 1]1}]1;

Show[gl, g2, g3, PlotRange - All]

((Note)) Intermediate state

On the equatorial circle ( €= * %) on the surface of sphere), the tangential component is

. .3 : . .
maximum and is EH o » since the internal field B on the surface is given by

B= —%HO sin e, = —%Hoeg

For B =2H./3, the field at the equatorial circle becomes equal to H.. Thus For B>2H./3,
certain region of the sphere pass into the normal state. But there must still
superconducting regions since B<H.. In the domain

2?“ <B<H,

there will be a co-existence of the normal and superconducting regions. This situation is
called the intermediate state.

For more detail, see also the article (pages 42 - 45, the superconducting sphere) in More
surprises in theoretical physics (R.E. Peierls, 1991, Princeton).

5. Parabolic law for critical field H. vs T.
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The relation between the critical magnetic field H.(7) vs T for the transition between
the normal phase and the superconducting phase can be well described by a parabolic
law,

HC(T)=HC(T=0K)(1—]T,—Z),

c

for 7<T. In fact this relation is experimentally confirmed from the measurement of H.(7)
vs T for the type I superconductors. The data of H(7) vs T for Sn is shown here.

Fig. Phase diagram of a transition from the normal to superconducting phase. The
critical field H, vs T obeying a parabolic law
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Fig. Critical field H, of Sn (type-I superconductor) as a function of temperature
(Advanced Lab. SUNY at Binghamton). H.(0 K) = 260 Oe and 7. = 3.7 K. The
data is fitted well to the parabolic law.

6. Experimental results from the Advanced Laboratory
In the Advanced laboratory (SUNY at Binghamton), we measured the magntization

of superconductors Pb and Sn (type-I superconductor) using SQUID magnetometer.

(a) Magnetization (emu/cm’) vs H (Oe) for Pb. 7 = 2.0 K. Lead (Pb): Type-I
superconductor. 7. = 7.193 K. H. = 803 Oe.
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Fig. M vs H for Pb at T=2.0 K. This is an original data obtained using SQUID
magnetometer (M.S.) at the Binghamton University.
a. T=50K, H=0 Oe, annealing for 200 sec
b. Cooling the sample from 50 K to 2.0 K in the absence of H
c. Aging the system at 2.0 K for 100 sec.
d Measure the magnetization at 7' = 2.0 K with increasing H from 0

to 1000 Oe.

(b) Zero-field cooled magnetization (emu/cm’) vs temperature 7 (K) for Pb. H is
changed as a parameter. Lead (Pb): Type-I superconductor. 7, = 7.2 K. Hc = 803

Oe.
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The zero-field cooled magnetization Mzec (emu/cm’) vs T (K) for Pb for each H,
where H =100 - 720 O2. The measurement was carried out as follows.

a T=50K, H=0 Oe, annealing for 200 sec

b Cooling the sample from 50 K to 2 K in the absence of H

c Aging the system at 2 K for 100 sec.

d Switch on the magnetic field H at 2 K.

e. Measure the ZFC magnetization with increasing 7.

H=1 Oe, 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 650, 700, 720 Oe

Sn
Type-I superconductor: 7. = 3.722 K, H. =309 Oe

15
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Fig. ZFC (zero-field cooled) magnetization M (emu/g) of Sn. 7. = 3.7 K. The critical
field is H. = 300 Oe.

7. FC and ZFC susceptibility of superconductor
Recently, one can measure easily magnetic susceptibility of superconductor by using

SQUID magnetometer. There are two kinds of measurement of the susceptibility; zero-

field cooled (ZFC) susceptibility and field cooled (FC) susceptibility.

(1) ZFC susceptibility measurement.
The system is rapidly cooled from high temperatures well above the critical
temperature 7, to the lowest temperature 7 below 7¢. After an external magnetic
field is applied to the superconductor at 7 = T, the susceptibility is measured in
the presence of magnetic field with increasing temperature.

(i1) FC susceptibility
The FC susceptibility is measured in the presence of an external magnetic field as
the temperature is decreased from high temperature well above 7. to the lowest
temperature 7, well below T, in the presence of magnetic field.

16



If the system exhibits a Meissner effect below T, the T dependence of ZFC
susceptibility is exactly the same as that of the FC susceptibility below Tc. They
exhibits a complete diamagnetic behavior,

1

Xzee = Xpc =~ -

4

Figure shows a typical example of the ZFC and FC susceptibility for the

superconductor Rb3Cgp. The ZFC susceptibility (diamagnetic) is much smaller than the
FC susceptibility below T; (= 28 K).

Fig.
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Magnetization of a sample of nominal composition Rb3Cgo. The data labeled ZFC
were obtained upon warming in a field of 2 Oe, after cooling the sample in zero
applied field. The FC data were obtained by cooling the sample in 2 Oe,
illustrating flux expulsion.

[M.J. Rosseinsky et al, Phys. Rev. Lett. 66, 2830 (1991); “Superconductivity at 28
K in RbC60.”].
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Fig. H-T phase diagram, where the procedure of the ZFC and FC susceptibility
measurement for the type-I superconductor.

In the ZFC cooling process, the system undergoes a phase transition from the normal
phase to the Meissner phase, since no external magnetic field is applied. Even if the
external magnetic field (Ho<H. for a type-I superconductor) is applied at 7=T, (at the
lowest temperature), the Meissner phase with B = 0 remains maintained. In this sense, the
ZFC susceptibility reflects the nature of the Meissner phase.

How about the FC susceptibility? Suppose that the system has crystalline defects
inside it. The magnetic field is applied above 7.. Then the system is gradually cooled
from above 7.. The magnetic flux penetrates into the systems. A part of magnetic flux is
pinned to the defects. When the system is cooled down below 7,. Main part becomes in
the Meissner phase with B = 0. However, a part of the magnetic flux is pinned in the
defects and becomes frozen. In accompanying with this, the supercurrents flow around
the defect, in order to maintain the frozen magnetic flux. Such defects contributes to the
positive magnetization, leading to the FC susceptibility which is larger than the ZFC
susceptibility at the same temperature.

8. Isotope effect

Lattice vibrations (phonons) are responsible for the isotope effect in
superconductivity, which was discovered in 1950. The superconducting critical
temperature of Hg varie with isotopic mass M, from 7. = 4.185 K to 4.146 K, as the
isotopic mass M varies from 199.5 to 203.4. The critical temperature for superconductors
depends on the isotopic mass of the crystal, according to

T.M* =const (Isotope effect)

with « = 0.5. This indicates that lattice vibrations and hence electron-lattice interactions
are deeply involved in superconductivity. In BCS theory, it is predicted that

18
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where M is the mass of isotopes.
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Fig. Isotope effect for Sn. The results of several authors are summarized. Maxwell (0);
Lock, Pippard, and Shoenberg (m); Serin, Reynolds, and Lohman (A). o= 0.47 +
0.02 (from ISSP).

8. Type-II superconductor
The difference between the type-I and type-II superconductors are characterized by
the Ginzburg-Landau parameter k,

where A is the penetration length of magnetic field and & is the coherence length.
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Type—1I Superconductor

N-phase

Fig. Boundary between the N-phase and S-phase for type-I superconductor.
A 1

K=E<E

. k' is the Ginzburg-Landau parameter.

Type—1I Superconductor

N-phase
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Fig. Boundary between the N-phase and S-phase for type-II superconductor.
A1

K=E>$.

There are two phases in the phase diagram of H vs T below 7, for the type-II
superconductor, the Meissner phase (H<H,;) and the mixed phase (Shubnikov phase, or
vortex state, mixed phase) for H,;<H<H,;.
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(a) Meissner phase (H<H.)). (b) Mixed phase (Hq.<H<H.)
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Vortex (N—phase)

Fig. A single vortex which penetrates into the superconductor. The supercurrent flows
in a counterclockwise direction in this figure.

9. Surface energy
Consider the interface between a region in the S-state and a region in the N-state. The
interface has a surface energy that may be positive or negative .

Type II: The surface energy becomes negative.

Type I: The surface energy is positive.

10. Thermodynamics of superconductors

F: Free energy of superconducting phase
F: Free energy of normal phase

The Helmbholtz free energy is

dF =d(E—ST)=TdS — PdV — SdT —-TdS
=—PdV - SdT

Replacing

Intensive variable P—M
Extensive variable V—H

22



(see ISSP of Kittel),
we have the relation
dF =—MdH — SdT
For T = constant,
dF =—MdH - SdT (thermodynamics identity).
(a) The superconducting phase;

M = —LH (Meissner effect).

4

Then we have
H
FH)-F(H=0)=|dF,=— |dH =—,

or

2

F(H)=F.(H=0)+".
&

(b) The normal phase
Since M =0,

F,(H)=F,(H =0)
At the critical field H.(7) the energies are equal in the normal and superconducting states,

F,(H.)=F(H,)

or
F (1 =0y = F,(# = 0) + T
Then it follows that
AP = 0 0= O
kY4

23



which is the stabilization free energy of the superconducting state ( or the condensation
energy).

We define the entropy as

oo {55,
or ), or ),

The difference between these entropies is

oT - A dT
The latent heat of the transition is
L=1(S, -8,) =~ ) 2D
A dT

The parabolic law:

H (T =Hc<0)<1—%>

c

24



dH (T) dzHc(T)_ _i
T =H_.(0)(— 2)- o =H (0)( Tcz)
For T=T,
L=0

Since the entropy is continuous at 7' = T, the phase transition at 7 = T is the second
order.

11. Second order phase transition
The specific heat is defined by
c, T[@Sj
orT
Then we get
(C,~C)y =T —a(ss‘sn)j
oT v
_ T HA(T )dH (T)
4z d
T d’H (T) dH (T)
=—{H(T <
4”{ A7) o7 +[ T I'}
AtT=T,
T _dH (T) 1 )
c -C H_.(0
(C,=C)y = 47[[ a7 T lrs, ”T[ (0)]

Then the specific heat is discontinuous at 7 = Tt.

12.  Thermodynamics for the type-II superconductor (de Gennes)
(a) Gibbs free energy per unit volume for the superconducting state
G, can be written as

G -F(B) -1
4

25



G, has a minimum as a function of B for fixed H,

oG
N — 0
%)
(b) Gibbs free energy per unit volume for the normal state.
G, can be written as

2
G, = F(B)- o= (R + ) -k
4r &7 4r

G, has a minimum as a function of B for fixed H,

(aan 0.
0B ),

Then we have

B=H

2

leading to the expression of G,

G =F°—H—2
n n 87[5

in the normal state.
(ii1)
Let the field vary from H to H + 6H

oG B oG H

S n

oH  4r’ oH  4r
Thus we have

i(Gn _Gs):ﬂ:M *
oH 4
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We now integrate the relation between H = 0 and H = H.,. We note that

(1) AtH= ch,

G,=G,
(i) AtH=0,
G, =F', G=F
and by definition
F'-F’= A .
0 8r
Then we get

HcZ
[(-4zM)dH =-47(G, - G,1|i*=47(G, - G,),y, = %ch
0

13.  The magnetization vs H for the type-II superconductor
- 47M
A Typ ll
superconductor
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(1)

(1)
HCZ HL‘| HLZ
j (—47M)dH = j (—47M,)dH + j(—4;zM2)dH
0 0 H,
H(‘l HL'Z
= j HdH + j (—4zM,)dH
0 H,
1 e 1
——H/+ j (—47M,)dH =—H’
2 i 2
or

H(:Z

[ (4mM)dH = Yw—mp.

H, 2
This means that the area (BCD) is equal to the area (DEF) in the magnetization vs H
curve for the type-II superconductor.

14. B vs H for type-II superconductor
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The magnetic induction B (the mean magnetic field in the interior of a type II
superconductor is plotted as a function of an external magnetic field H. For H<H., a
type-II super conductor behaves exactly like a type-I superconductor, exhibiting a perfect
diamagnetism (Meissner effect). At H = H.;, normal cores with their associate vortices
form and pass into the system. The magnetic flux threading the vortices is in the same
direction as that due to H, so that the magnetic flux is no longer equal to zero. For
H. <H<H,,, the number of vortices which occupy the system is governed by the fact that
vortices repel each other. The number of normal cores per unit area for a given strength
of H is such that there is equilibrium between the reduction in free energy of the system
due to the presence of each non-diamagnetic core and the existence of the mutual
repulsion between vortices. As H is increased, the normal cores pack closer, so the
average flux density in the system increases. At H = H,, there is a discontinuity change
in the slope of the flux density.

A good type-II superconductor excludes the field completely for H<H;.Above H.,
the field is partially excluded, but the specimen remains superconducting. For H>H,,, the
magnetic flux penetrates completely and superconducting vanishes.
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-47M

A Typ Il
superconductor

Figure shows the plot of -4zM vs H for typical type-II superconductors, where M is the
magnetization and H is an external magnetic field. We note that the line BC for the
typical type-I superconductor is described by

—4zM, =H .
The line BDE for the typical type-II superconductor is described by

—4zM,=H - B

where B is the magnetic induction (the mean field inside the superconductor). Note that
The area (BCD) and area (DEF) are expressed by

Area (BCD) = f[(—47zM1) — (~47M,)\dH = f[ H—(H - B)JdH = I BdH

HCZ HcZ
Area (DEF) = j (—47M,)dH = j (H - B)dH
H, H,

From the condition that area (BCD) is equal to area (DEF), we get

H, H,
deH = I(H—B)dH
H, H,

1

or
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H, H,, H,,
deH+ deH - deH
H, H,

H

or
H('Z HLZ
j BdH = deH
H H,
A B
. -’ﬁeissnc:r phase A3,
Since
H,, H.,
j BdH = AytAs, j HdH = A, + As,
H, H,
we have
Ayt As=A + Ay,
or

A3 = A1.
15. Specific heat of type-I superconductor Al

The specific heat as a function of 7 changes discontinuously at the critical
temperature 7.. Figure shows the example of Al with 7, = 1.140 K and H, = 100 Oe. The
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specific heat undergoes a sharp jump at 7, with decreasing temperature. Then it sink to
below the value of the normal phase, at very low temperatures.

G (millijoules /mole deg)

7ERO MAGNETIC FIELD
s FERO MAGNETIC FIELD
o BOO GAUSS

PR Y TR 5.2 WS TN YU N DU TS WO |
0 05 1.0 .S 20

T (°K)

Fig.  Specific heat of Al between 0.1 and 2.0 K. [N.E. Philips, Phys. Rev. 114, 676
(1959)]. Al (T, = 1.140 K, H, = 100 Oe). This figure is made using AppleDraw

based on the data obtained by Philips.
16. Specific heat in the normal state

The specific heat C, of a normally conducting metal is composed of lattice part Cy.
and an electronic part Ce,

¢,=C,+C,
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where C. is the electronic specific heat
C.=rT

with

277k

e N(ep)

and Cyy, is the contribution of phonon to the specific heat.
3
C, = (—) , (©@=427.7 K for Al)

which is negligibly small at low temperatures. Thus the normal specific heat in the
vicinity of T, (T>T) is well described by

with
7 =1.35 mJ/(mol.K) for Al

17. Specific heat in the superconducting state
The specific heat of Al below T is well described by

Co =7.1exp(— 1'3;TC )

1.

for Al. Such an exponential form of 1/T in specific heat near 7, suggests an energy band
gap for the superconducting material. This band gap is one of the experimental evidence
which supports the BCS theory of superconductivity. For 7—0, the BCS theory predicts
that

1.5T
T )

C
£ =9.17exp(—
pe p(

c
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for the specific heat of conventional superconductors.

T(°K)

100806 04 0.3 0.2
T 1 ] I 1
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Olf—-
= -1.44 T /T
- 8.5¢ ¢ a
0.00 ) \ '
I 2 3 4 5 6 7

T/T

Fig. Electronic specific heat in the superconducting state, Ces for Al. The different
symbols distinguish the results of two completely separate experiments [N.E.
Philips, Phys. Rev. 114, 676 (1959)]. Al (T. = 1.140 K, H. = 100 Oe).

18.  Prediction from BCS theory on specific heat
The BCS theory ( which will be discussed later) predicts that

87’
AC=(C,-C) |T=T(,—0: szTcN(gF)—

7¢(3)

Then the ratio at 7= T is predicted as
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87’

kT N(g,)
Cs_ n| _ poe (F)7g(3)_ 12 =1.43
cC " og%? C7c(3)
R A I

For Al, this ratio is about 1.34, which is a little smaller that that predicted from the BCS
theory. For k,T << A, it is predicted that

A 3/2 A
Cox| - | exp—-=).
ke, T k,T

The energy gap is given by

8 1/2 T T 1/2
A = 7kBT, - :
'(7§(3)J ( T, J

((Note))
Comment by Richard Feynman, how to attack on the problem of superconductivity
["Richard Feynman and Condensed Matter Physics," D. Pines, Phys. Today 42, p.61
(1989)]

I decides it would be easiest to explain the specific heat rather than the electrical
properties... But we do not have to explain any entire specific heat curve; we only have to
explain any feature of it, like the existence of a transition, or that the specific heat near
absolute zero is less than proportional to T. I chose the latter because being near
absolute zero is a much simpler situation than being at any finite temperature. Thus the
property we should study is this: Why does a superconductor have a specific heat less
than T?

19. Quasi particle tunneling

Ivar Giaever (Giever, born April 5, 1929, in Bergen, Norway) is a physicist who shared
the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1973 with Leo Esaki and Brian Josephson "for their
discoveries regarding tunnelling phenomena in solids". Giaever's share of the prize was
specifically for his "experimental discoveries regarding tunnelling phenomena in ...
superconductors". Giaever is an institute professor emeritus at the Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute, a professor-at-large at the University of Oslo, and the president of Applied
Biophysics.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivar Giaever

Giaever (1960) discovered that for the superconductor-insulator-metal sandwich, the
current-voltage characteristic changes from the straight line to the kinked curve. This
result indicates that the superconductor has a energy gap centered at the Fermi energy. At
T'=0 K, no current can flow until the applied voltage is V= A/e. The energy gap
corresponds to the break-up of a pair of electrons in the superconducting state.

20. Semiconductor model
(a) S-1-N junction

Insulatar

Superconductor Metal

V=0
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Fig.  Semiconductor model for the S-I-N junction at 7= 0 K. V' = 0. The Fermi energy

of the superconductor is at the same level as that of the metal.
Insulator

Superconductor Metal

24

Finite temperature

V=0

Fig.  Semiconductor model for the S-I-N junction at finite temperature below 7 of the
superconductor. V' = 0. The Fermi energy of the superconductor is at the same
level as that of the metal. As a result of the breaking up of Cooper pair, a part of
electrons is excited to the upper level. There are holes in the lower level.

Insulatar

3 duct
uperconductor Metal

Fig.  Semiconductor model for the S-I-N junction at finite temperature below 7. of the
superconductor. V' = A. The Fermi energy of the superconductor is higher than
that of the metal by V. The current flows between the superconductor and metal.
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The excitation of electrons is taken into account because of finite temperatures.
However, for simplicity, this effect is not described in this figure.

(b) S;-I-S; junction
Insulator

Superconductor Metal

Fig.  Semiconductor model for the S;-I-S; junction at 7= 0 K. V"= 0. The energy gaps
are 24, for the superconductor S; and 24g for the superconductor S,. The Fermi
energy of the superconductor §; is the same as that of the superconductor S,.

Insulatar

Superconductor Superconductar

Fig. Semiconductor model for the S;-1-S; junction at 7=0 K. V= Ag — Aa..
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Insulator

/

Superconductar Superconductor

Fig. Semiconductor model for the S;-I-S, junction at 7= 0 K. V= Ag + Aa.

21.  Result of Giaevr and Megerle

The experimental results were obtained by Giaever and Megerle. Reference: 1. Giaever
and K. Megerle, Phys. Rev. B 122, 1101 (1961).

Al: T.=1.140 K, H. = 100 Oe;

Pb:  T.=7.193 K, H.= 803 Oe
Sn:  T.=3.722 K, H. =309 Oe
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Fig.  Ivs V characteristics of an Al-Al,O3-Sn sandwich at various temperatures. Fig.6
[I. Giaever and K. Megerle, Phys. Rev. B 122, 1101 (1961)].
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Fig. The negative-resistance region traced out for different Al-Al,O3-Pb sandwiches
Fig.17 [I. Giaever and K. Megerle, Phys. Rev. B 122, 1101 (1961)].

22.  Josephson junction which was missed by Giaever
In a series of his experiments, Giaever missed phenomena known as a DC Josephson

effect at zero voltage.

 Al-Aly04- Pb 1 No magnetic field

14
Y
T

2. & 3. Moderate and
high magnetic tield

CURRENT {MA)

05
VOLTAGE (MV)

The detail of the DC Josephson junction will be discussed later.
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Fig.

23.

ENERGY GAP (107 ELECTRON VOLTS)

Fig.

W

2aE
Schematic diagram of quasiparticle /-V" characteristic (usually observed in a S-1-S
Josephson tunneling-type). Josephson current (up to a maximum value /) flows at

V'=10. A is an energy gap of the superconductor . The DC Josepson supercurrent
flows under V' = 0. For V’>2A/e the quasiparticle tunneling current is seen.

The energy gap of Pb, Sn, and In films as a function of reduced temperature,
which is compared with the BCS theory.Fig.11 [I. Giaever and K. Megerle, Phys.
Rev. B 122, 1101 (1961)].
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24.  Vortex state (Mixed state) H<H<H

JS S £ Supercurrent

Fig. Repulsive interaction between vortices (fluxoids).

There is a repulsive force between two vortices. due to the Lorentz force. The repulsive
force is given by

F=£IxB=l£JxB,
c c

or the force density is given by

f:£:leB
V c
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Fig.  Abrikosov lattice for H,;<H<H.. The votices form a triangular lattice in the
above case. The arrows show the direction of the supercurrents.

At H = H,, the spacing of the Abrikosov lattice is on the order of the coherence length.
There is one vortex per lattice.

H,= 2®02
V74

At H = H,, the fluxoids are packed together as tightly as possible, consistent with the
preservation of the superconducting state.
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Fig. The spacing of the Abrikosov lattice is close to the coherence length & just below
Hg.

Scanning tunnel microscopy image of a type Il

Fig. Scanning tunnel microscopy (STM) image of a type-II superconductor. Abrikosov
vortex lattice (H.F. Hess et al. 1989). This figure is copied from PPT of Cooper.

25.  The critical field H¢; and H,, for type-II superconductor

The vortex state describes the circulation of superconducting currents in vortices
throughout the bulk specimen. The vortex state is stable when the penetration of the
applied field into the superconducting material causes the surface energy to become
negative.

Estimation of H,;:
At H = H,, there is one magnetic flux per the penetration depth.
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a’H, =,
H.; is the field of nucleation of a single fluxoid

26. Movement of vortex leading to the disappearance of superconductivity
We consider Why the mixed state is still superconducting in spite of the penetration
of magnetic flux.

f:E:lJXB,
V¢

Because of the Lorentz force, the magnetic flux lines tend to move transverse to the
current density J.
If they do move, with velocity Vv, they essentially induce an electric field of magnitude

B = nf g AA

fluxsoids @ ——
vf

vf At
Fig. Movement of magnetic flux (fluxoid) when the magnetic field is applied to the
system in the mixed phase.
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Fluxoid

VFAL

CJrreV

Fig. The generation of DC voltage through an AC Josephson effect, when the
magnetic flux (fluxoid) moves at the velocity v.

The area is given by
A4 = (v, At)Ax

The total change in the superconducting phase A is given by
AO=2m AAd=2m (v, At)Ax

where #n; is the area density of vortices (fluxoids) and vy is the velocity of vortices. The
magnetic flux penetrating in the area A4 is

AD=n,®Ad=nD,(v, At)Ax

where

o, = ke e
2e e
27.  Approach from the AC Josephson effect
We can evaluate the voltage AV produced across the distance Ax along the x direction,
using the formula of the AC Josephson effect,
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do _2e,

— = (AC Josephson effect)
dt n
Since
2m (v, At)Ax
A_ezwzsz(vf)ngAV
At At ' n

we get the electric field as

AV h (Do Vr
E :Ezﬂnfvf;=7znfvf;= I’If?q)o-

Note that the effective field By 1s

B, = = nf(DO .

@
A

Using this expression of By, we have the final form of E as

vfxB

c

In summary, in the mixed phase of the type-Il superconductors, the resistivity is

generated when the vortices which are pinned by impurities, dislocations, and so on,
starts to move due to the Lorentz force. This means the destruction of the

superconductivity.

28. Approach from the special relativity
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@p

AX

vf At

Fig. Application of the special relativity when the magnetic vortex moves at the
velocity vy.

Fig. Configuration where the quantum magnetic flux moves at the velocity v. The
internal magnetic field (magnetic induction) B is B = ny@. As a result, the electric
field is set up between the lines AB and

We consider the two frames K and K'. The frame K is the rest frame and the frame K' is
moving to the right at a velocity vr relative to the frame K. There is no electric field E in
the K. The magnetic field B is

_ nfCDO(Ax)(vat) o
T (AY)(v,AY) s

In the frame K', a electric field is newly established as

1 1
E'=—mw, xB=—v xB
c c

where B' (= yB) and y = ~1

Since B' is nearly equal to B, we have

E'zlvf.xB
c -

29.  Flux pinning preserving the superconductivity
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Suppose that there is a pinning force which cancels out the Lorentz force. Then the
velocity is equal to zero. Then we have AV = 0, which means that the system is still
superconducting state where the resistivity is equal to zero.

Flux pinning is the phenomenon that magnetic flux lines do not move (become
trapped, or "pinned") in spite of the Lorentz force acting on them inside a current-
carrying Type II superconductor. Flux pinning is only possible when there are defects in
the crystalline structure of the superconductor (usually resulting from grain boundaries or
impurities).

Pinning force
f

Lorgntz force ./ Ax

Fig. Balance of the Lorentz force and pinning force. The system is still in the
superconducting phase.

30. Ginzburg-Landau (GL) Theory

It is surprising that the rich phenomenology of the superconducting state could be
quantitatively described by the GL theory,'" without knowledge of the underlying
microscopic mechanism based on the BCS theory. It is based on the idea that the
superconducting transition is one of the second order phase transition. In fact, the
universality class of the critical behavior belongs to the three-dimensional XY system
such as liquid “He. The general theory of the critical behavior can be applied to the
superconducting phenomena. The order parameter is described by two components

(complex number l//=|l//|ei0). The amplitude |!//| is zero in the normal phase above a

superconducting transition temperature 7, and is finite in the superconducting phase
below T7¢. In the presence of an external magnetic field, the order parameter has a spatial
variation. When the spatial variation of the order parameter is taken into account, the free
energy of the system can be expressed in terms of the order parameter i and its spatial

derivative of . In general this is valid in the vicinity of 7. below 7., where the

amplitude |l// | is small and the length scale for spatial variation is long.
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The order parameter ¥ is considered as a kind of a wave function for a particle of
charge ¢° and mass m . The two approaches, the BCS theory and the GL theory, remained
completely separate until Gorkov'> showed that, in some limiting cases, the order
parameter (r) of the GL theory is proportional to the pair potential A(r). At the same
time this also shows that ¢° = 2e (<0) and m"~ = 2m. Consequently, the Ginzburg-Landau
theory acquired their definitive status.

The GL theory is a triumph of physical intuition, in which a wave function y/(r) is

introduced as a complex order parameter. The parameter |¢//(r)|2 represents the local

density of superconducting electrons, n(r) . The macroscopic behavior of

superconductors (in particular the type Il superconductors) can be explained well by this
GL theory. This theory also provides the qualitative framework for understanding the
dramatic supercurrent behavior as a consequence of quantum properties on a macroscopic
scale.

The superconductors are classed into two types of superconductor: type-I and type-II
superconductors. The Ginzburg-Landau parameter « is the ratio of A4 to & where A is the
magnetic-field penetration depth and & is the coherence length of the superconducting

phase. The limiting value xk=1/2 separating superconductors with positive surface
energy (k < 1/\/5) (type-I) from those with negative surface energy (x > 1/\/5) (type-

IT), is properly identified. For the type-II superconductor, the superconducting and normal
regions coexist. The normal regions appear in the cores (of size &) of vortices binding

individual magnetic flux quanta ® = 27ic /|q*| on the scale A, with the charge |q| =2l¢|

appearing in @ a consequence of the pairing mechanism. Since 2>, the vortices repel
and arrange in a so-called Abrikosov lattice. In his 1957 paper, Abrikosov'* derived the
periodic vortex structure near the upper critical field H.,, where the superconductivity is
totally suppressed, determined the magnetization M(H), calculated the field H,, of first
penetration, analyzed the structure of individual vortex lines, found the structure of the
vortex lattice at low fields.

31. Ginzburg-Landau theory-phenomenological approach
We introduce the order parameter y/(r) with the property that

v (O (r) =n/(r),

which is the local concentration of superconducting electrons. We first set up a form of
the free energy density Fy(r),
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2 2

1 B
* +—,

2m

h *
=v-L Ay
1 C

|
F.(r)=Fy+ay| +5ﬂlwl4 +

where £ is positive and the sign of « is dependent on temperature.
We must minimize the free energy with respect to the order parameter y(r) and the
vector potential A(r). We set

3= [F.(rydr,

where the integral is extending over the volume of the system. If we vary
w(r) > w(r)+ow(r) and A(r) —> A(r)+ oA(r),

we obtain the variation in the free energy such that
JI+53.

By setting 63 =0, we obtain the GL equation

. 2
2 1 (%
ay + fly| t//+2m*(7v—q?AJ w=0,

and the current density

*h *2
J =217
2m i

2

: o 4 W

[l//Vl//—Ww]——*'A
mc

or

* *

« h : h «
J =Ly Cv-Lay+y—v-LayT.
2m i c i c

s

At a free surface of the system we must choose the gauge to satisfy the boundary
condition that no current flows out of the superconductor into the vacuum.

n-J =0.
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32.  GL free energy and Thermodynamic critical field H
A =0 and v =y_ (real) has no space dependence. Why V¥ is real? We have a gauge

transformation;
A'=A+Vy and y'(r) = exp(%)y/(r).
c

We choose A'=A+Vy=A with y = » = constant. Then we have
v'(r)= exp(%)l//(r) , or w(r)= exp(—%)t//'(r). Even if y'is complex number,
C C

¥ can be real number.

F=Fyvay+ py."

When OF =0, F has a local minimum at

oy,
v.=(alp) =(d/p)".
Then we have

2 2
FoF, =% __H
2/ 87

from the definition of the thermodynamic critical field:

c

4rzat)” T2
H _( 5 j = H0)1- ).

c

Suppose that fis independent of 7, then

__ £ o Py oy Emty =y (L
a= \/;HC(O)(I = 2\/;1%(0)(2 h=ay(-D,

where
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_, | £
a, —2\/;HC(O).

The parameter « is positive above T; and is negative below 7,. Note that £>0. For 7<T,
the sign of « is negative:

F;—FN=ao<t—1)w;+§ﬁw;,

where >0 and ¢ = T/T, is a reduced temperature.

Fig. The GL free energy functions expressed by Eq.(5.7), as a function of w_ . o = 3.
P=1.tis changed as a parameter. ¢ = 7/T¢. (t=0—2) around 7 = 1.

Fig. The order parameter i, as a function of a reduced temperature t = 7/T,. o= 3.
=1.

33.  Coherence length &£from GL theory
We assume that A = 0. We choose the gauge in which ¥/ is real.
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ay + -— =
v + By o gV
Weputy =y, f.
n:odif s
-— +f-f=0.
2m a dx’ S=1

We introduce the coherence length

h2 o 2m R

2 _ _ — —

d 2m'a 2m*|0£| m*ch ’
where

o _H’ 2 _ e

~ = 5 l//ac == nv >

28 8r g
or

2
fz h—*|l_£|_1/2-

2m a, T

c

Note that the coherence length diverges as the temperature approaches 7. Then we have

2d’f

dx?

é +f_f3=()7

with the boundary condition =1, df/dx =0 atx=oco and f=0 at x = 0.

2 d°)

2 df_o’
dx dx

5 (=)=

or
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or

E(dY L, oy
2(de _4(1 S

or

o _ 1 e
w0

The solution of this equation is given by

f= tanh[\/_Tfj .

Fig. Normalized order parameter f{x) as a function of x/&.

34.  Physical meaning of coherence length &

The coherence length & is a measure of the distance within which the superconducting
electron concentration cannot change drastically in a spatially-varying magnetic field.
The coherence length & is a measure of the range over which we should average A to
obtain the current density J. It is also a measure of the minimum spatial extent of a
transition layer between the normal metal and superconducting phases.

We consider two kinds of wavefunctions given by
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and

o(x)=(x|p)

:%[<x|k>+<x|k+q>]

1 1 _
=———e"(1+e"

V2 27 ( )

where the probability amplitude are

2 1
|1,//(x)| = g

|¢)(x)|2 = L(l +e")(1+e ™) = L[1 +cos(gx)]
4 27

The kinetic energy;

272

A h'k
ltlv) ==

(V) = (k| + ke + D FE(K) K + )
= :l—m(<k| +(k +q|)[k*[k)+ (k + q)’|k + q))
=f—m[k2 +(k+g)]

2

h? h? i
=—Qk +q° +2kq) ~—k’ +—k
4m( 1 9) 2m 2m 1

where we neglect ¢* for g<<k.
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Probability density

2.0
Strongly shoduljted wave
1.5F
1.0
Plane wave

0.5}

‘ 3 5 7 "

0 z T z 2n =7 3n d 4r
2 2

2
The increase of energy required to modulate is
hZ

—kq .
2mq

If this increase exceeds &, the superconductivity will be destroyed. The critical value q0
of the modulation wave vector is given by

hZ
EkFQO =&,

The intrinsic coherence length & is defined as

; zi_ n’k, =th
0

q, - 2me, 2¢

g
where vr is the Fermi velocity.

((Note)) BCS theory

£ = 2hv, _hvp

TE A

g

In impure materials and in alloys,
$<&
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since in impure metals the electron eigenfunctions already have wiggles in them.

3s. Lagrangian of particles with mass m* and charge g* in the presence of
magnetic field
The Lagrangian L for the motion of a particle in the presence of magnetic field and
electric field is given by

I . . 1
L=—mv —q (§——v-A),
2 c
where m” and ¢ are the mass and charge of the particle. 4 is a vector potential and ¢ is a
scalar potential.

The canonical momentum is defined as

p:a—L:m*v+q—A.
ov c

The mechanical momentum (the measurable quantity) is given by

*

n=m'v=p-LA.

c

The Hamiltonian H is given by

H:p-v—L:(m*v+q—A)-V—L:%m*v2+q*¢: P-LAY +q6.
C C

2m"

The Hamiltonian formalism uses A and ¢, and not E and B, directly. The result is that the
description of the particle depends on the gauge chosen.

36. Current density for the superconductors

We consider the current density for the superconductor. y is the order parameter of
the superconductor and m* and ¢* are the mass and charge of the Cooper pairs. The
current density is invariant under the gauge transformation.

* *

3, = Lorelfy o~ L Aly),

*
m
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This can be rewritten as

*

. ’
J, =L Rely =V -LAp)]
m 1 C
: *h : * h * ' *
= 2q A Ve - LAy + (Ve LAy )]
m l C 1 C
* %2 2
_qh v

* * q
= Vy—yWVy )-————A
2m i mc

The density is also gauge independent.
2
p. =y -
Now we assume that
p(r) =y (r)e”".

We note that

v - LAy )-=y ?we"“” v~ A ef

— e L Ly )"V 0 + OV (o) - L Al
1 C

= Ay () [VO(r) - Z_hA] —ifly (V] ()

The last term is pure imaginary. Then the current density is obtained as

hy o i X 2
3 =12 vo-Lay=qylv..
m ch
or
wWo=LA+m'v,.
c
Since
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*

n:m*vx:p_q_A,
c

we have

*

p=LA+m'v, =nve.
e

Note that Js (or Vi) is gauge-invariant. Under the gauge transformation, the wave function
is transformed as

i *
(1) =exp(< )y (r).
C
This implies that

0—>0=0+1%,
he

Since A'= A+ Vy, we have

I '=nve-L A
’ ch
VO +14) -9 (A+Vy).
hic ch

—nve-L A)
ch

So the current density is invariant under the gauge transformation.

37. London's equation
We start with

*

p=hvo=LA+m'v,,
c

where p is the canonical momentum. We assume that |1//|2 =n, 1s independent of r. Then

we get
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* 2 *
Js = q |l//| Vs = q nsvs :
Using these two equations, we get

p=tivo=L A+ g

c qn,

Suppose that p =7V 6 =0, which means that the phase & is independent of r. Then we

have
a London’s equation ,

=2
J=-2 %A,
m c

From this equation, we get

%2 %2
Vxd =—Lhyxa=_9"p
mc mc
Using the Maxwell’s equation
4
VxB=—1J, and V-B=0,
c
we get
4 4 %2
Vx(VxB)="2yxJ =-"%1 g,
c mc
where
n,= |1,//|2 = constant (independent of r)
m ¢’
/1L2 = = (penetration depth).
4m q
Then
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Vx(VxB):V(V‘B)—VZB:—%B,

L
or

V2B=%B.

1L,
Inside the system, B become s zero, corresponding to the Meissner effect.

38.  Penetration depth and the surface current
We assume that the magnetic field is applied along the z direction.

B=(0, 0, BA(x))

d’B.(x) 1
— 5 =-38.()
i

The solution of this equation is given by

B.(x)=B.(x=0) exp(—%)

L

H
A

N—phase S—phase

> X
B e

A
Fig. The distribution of the internal magnetic field B near the boundary between the
normal phase and the superconducting phase. 1 is the penetration depth. The
direction of B is into the page.
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where Ay is the penetration depth. Then the surface super current Js is given by

J. =LVxB=(—i)e,M=Le,exp(—i)
4z 4z 7 ox  4nA, s
. OB, (x) .
Since 5—<0 for x>0 (inside the S phase), the surface supercurrent flows along the
X

positive y axis only in the region over the penetration depth A from the
/

—
3
S</ |

¥

\ <
J
x:0<

Fig. The distribution of the magnetic induction B(x) (along the z axis) and the current
density (along the y axis) near the boundary between the normal phase and the
superconducting phase. The plane with x = 0 is the boundary.




Fig.

H B=H

Suppose that a magnetic field is applied to the axis direction of the
superconductor [vacuum or N phase (green) and S phase (pink)]. The supercurrent
(red) flows around the surface of the S-phase (over the limited region of
penetration depth from the surface) in the clock-wise direction. The external
magnetic field is cancelled out by the magnetic field due to the supercurrent,
leading to the perfect diamagnetism (Meissner effect).
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T T<T.

\ g,

NRRA
YYYYYYYYY L 14 Y L J
(a) (b)

Fig. For T<Tc, the surface current flows near the surface, leading to the cancellation of
the external magnetic field. Meissner effect.

39.  Flux quantization
We start with the current density

h " "
3 =L vo-La) =gl ..
m ch

Suppose that n, = |1//|2 =constant. Then we have

* *

vo=—"1_3 +9L A,
q hn, ch

or

§v9.d1= m’

.
q*hn:ﬁSJs -dl+£§A-dl.

The path of integration can be taken inside the penetration depth where J =0.
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*

§V9-dl=Z—;§>A-dl=§I(VxA)-da=%jB-da=z—hd),

where @ is the magnetic flux. Then we find that

AO=0,-0=2m=La,
ch

where 7 is an integer. The phase & of the wave function must be unique, or differ by a
multiple of 27 at each point,

- 27ch

q*

The flux is quantized. When |g| = 2|e|, we have a magnetic quantum fluxoid;

j= 2 _ <R 5 06783372 x 107 Gauss em?
Z

40.  Parameters related to the superconductivity
Here the superconducting parameters are listed for convenience.

2
Thermodynamic field H, = /47780[ , ch =4ry ' p
ch
H, =—=r
V2|g'|ag
Order parameter l//w2 = ns* = |a|/ p.
2 2
The parameters |a| = H, -, = A, 5.
47, 4m,
2rhe

Quantum fluxoid Q)=

67



Magnetic field penetration depth

Coherence length

Ginzburg-Landau parameter

Note:

lg'|=2e(0) m"=2m,

A _em B
& \/ﬁhq*

3

n =n/2.

2/m, b

THAn

.
o Cm H,

2270, q*‘ '

for type-I superconductor

for type-II superconductor

41. Critical fields H; and H,; for the type Il supercinductor

Lower critical field (type II)

Upper critical field (type II)

Surface-sheath field

Relations between H., H., and H¢,

Ao 1
@, 2\/§7THC ’

%cpo =22,

H, =20 nly =
AR &
_ CI)O

ez 27[52‘

H.,=1695H,.

*

K \/Eq H,

2 ch

K_2\/E7Z/12Hc
o,

68

H

V2x

—In(x).



® H 1
2H, =—20, R
V2, 27AE H, 2«

42. Vortex structure

A
20t
15}
[
Lot
7l B, (x)/(®g/271%)
0.0t =
Q | /&
_5 D 5
i .. . q)o X
Fig. Plot of the magnetic induction B(r):ﬁ KO(Z) and the order parameter
TT.

|1//(x)|/ v, as a function of x/&. We use the GL parameter as k= A/E=4.

vl _

_Yl_ X
f= " tanh[ \55}

o r
B(r)=—"K (—
(r=7_7%)

where K, (x) is the modified Bessel function of the second kind.
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For &<r«d,

o r
B(r)=—""[In(—)+0.115932].
(r) 2Mz[ﬂ(ﬂ) ]

For ryA,
() A r
B(r)=—2" 1/— ——).
) 27282\ 2r exp( /1)

The magnetic flux @(7) inside the circle with a radius r is

©(r) = [ 22" dr' B() = % | r'dr'KO(%)
0 0
rlA

=, !xdeO(x) =1 —%Kl(%)]

When r —o0, O(r) =D,

In Fig, for simplicity we assume that

B(r) _ r
o, - Ko(/l) for >&
277

and

B(r) . &, _
@, —Ko(i)—const
270

for r<&.

The current density is calculated as

J:ivaz—e¢iiB(r).
dr 47 dr

The vortex line energy is given by
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(DY € A A
8“(4@1) ﬂKo(g)Kl(g)

The interaction between vortex lines is

z
(7”12

U - 1( )_ 212 ﬂ

=)

where 7, = |r1 —r2|

Fig. One dimesional Abrikosov-type structure of vortices.. The red line shows the
distribution of the normalized order parameter and the blue line shows the
distribution of the magnetic induction (the internal magnetic field). The center of
each vortex is denoted by the green lines.

43. Experimental verification of magnetic flux quantization (1961)

Two experimental measurements were published in 1961, by Deaver and Fairbank,
and by Doll and Nibauer. In both these experiments the flux trapped by a
superconducting hollow cylinder was found to be quantized, and the accuracy of the two
experiments was comparable. Doll and Nédbauer found that the measured flux quantum
differed from London's work by as much as 60%, but Buyers and Yang were at Stanford,
and the Stanford group found that they agreed with the theoretically expected value of
hc/2e to within 20 %. (D.J. Thouless, "Topological quantum number in norelativistic
physics, " World Scientific, 1998).

71



3 @

72



Fig. The magnetic flux lines (fluxoid) threading in the superconducting ring. Magnetic
flux is quantized. n = 1, 2, 3,..... Note that » = 3, 6, and 8 in these figures. The
direction of the supercurrent is denoted in the figure.

The magnetic field B can be measured inside the superconducting ring (with a radius )

BA=no,
or
n®
B= 20
Vi

where @, =2.06783366752 x 107 G.cm”. Suppose that » = 10 cm. Then we get

B =6.582 n [Gauss] n=1,2,3,..).
which can be easily measured in the laboratories.

44. Cooper pair (1956)
Even a weak attraction can bind pairs of electrons into a bound state. The Fermi sea
of electrons is unstable against the formation of at least one bound pair,
(1) regardless of how weak the interaction is,
(i1) so long as it is attractive.
((Assumption))
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The extra electrons are added to a Fermi sea at 7= 0 K, with the stipulation that the
extra electrons interact with each other but not with those in the sea except via the Pauli
exclusion principle.

We expect the lowest energy state to have zero total momentum. Two electrons have
equal and opposite momentum. The orbital wave function

Wo(n,n)= ng exp(ik -r)exp(—ik -r,),
B

which needs to satisfy the condition of anti-symmetry of the total wavefunction with
respect to the exchange of the two electrons.

exp(ik -r;) exp(—ik -1,) = cos[k - (r; —r,)]+isin[k - (r; —r,)]

First term (even function): anti-symmetric single spin function
1
2(0,0) = EH +>1|_>2 _|_>1|+>2 :

Second term (odd function): symmetric triplet spin function
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2@ =|+) |+),

1
x(1,0) = ﬁﬂ +>1 | _>2 + | _>| | +>2

2= =],
Note that
D, xD,, =D, +D,. (angular momentum addition .s rule)

Anticipating an attractive interaction, we expect the singlet coupling to have lower
energy, because the cos[k - (r, —r,)] gives a larger probability amplitude of the electrons

to be near each other. Thus we consider a two electron singlet wavefunction,

W, (r,r,) :ng cos[k - (r, —1'2)]}((0,0).

Here we follow the method which is used by de Gennes. He uses

W, (r,r,) zzgk exp[ik - (r; —r,)],

where g, is the probability amplitude for finding one electron with k and the other

electron in the state -K. Note that
g.=0 for k<kr, (Pauli principal)
since the states with k<kp are already occupied.

Schrodinger equation:

hZ
—Emz + VW (1,1 +V (1, 10)y, (1,1,) = &, = Ay, (r,,1,)

with

Since
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h? h? ,
_E(Vlz +V, )y, (r,r,) = > g (_E)(W +V,)explik - (r, -r,)]
k

2
= _Zkzgk exp[iK - (r, —r,)]
m

we have

2
h—k2 g+ Z gV =(A+2¢.)g,, (Bethe-Goldstone equation)
m T
where
V... = i I V(r)e'**r
k.k Q ]

where 2 is the volume of the system.

hZ
28l = (A4 28, = k)g = (-A-25)g.
4

with
h 2
S = o kK’ —¢;.
((Assumption))

For simplicity, for

n’ n’
en<—K’ <&, +ha,. e, <—Kk"<¢, +haw,,
2m 2m

we assume that

otherwise, Vi =0.
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This interaction is attractive and constant in an energy band 7@, above the Fermi level.

Then we get

(—A-28)g, = ng'Vk,k' = _VZ 8k -
X iy

From this we obtain

v
8k _A+2§k ;gk' >

or
1
o N e an) 5

or

1 1
?_kz(ngk)'

k>kp

((Density of states)) N(&); the density of states per spin

1

oy A .
T

N(g)ds =

Noting that

[2m
k= E7ﬂ§+8F,

dk = /2_’Z’L
he2\E+e,

we get
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~ 1 2_7’)1 3/2 dé:
N<§)d§_(2;r)3 47[(th (§+8F)2\/m

1 (2—’"] JErepde

B 47\ K?

or

47\ K?

N(E)=— (2—’”j Jire, .

hop 1

[ 2Nn(&)ds(

2= )
14 26+A"
If we assume ho ,<< &, , N($) can be considered as constant and replaced by its value

N(0) at the Fermi level.

1= 2VN(0) T d§(2§l+ AJ — VN(0) m(%j _

In the limit of weak interaction (N(0)V<<1),

1 2hw, .

Lo = A

Then we get

A =2hw, exp[—m] .

The energy of the Cooper pair relative to the state where the two electrons are at the
Fermi level.

There exists a two-electron bound state of energy 4>0. If we start from a free electron

gas, and turn on the interaction ¥, we predict that electrons will group themselves in pairs

giving up energy to the external world. The normal state is thus unstable. This means the

existence of a bound state for the two added electrons.

Cooper shoed that, where the interaction is attractive, the system energy is reduced by

pairing. Therefore, the Fermi sea of single electrons is unstable, since any perturbation
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that moves two electrons above & will lower the system energy. Note that the Cooper
model is not a model for the superconducting ground state, and that

1 1
A=2hw, exp[-———]=2k,0 , exp[——].
» €Xp[ VN(O)] 3O, exp[ VN(O)]

45.  BCS Hamiltonian
We start with a pairing Hamiltonian

H —uN = ngaljaaka + ZVk,qa;Tajkia_qi,aqT .

k.o k.q

kit

-k,l

Fig. Two pairs of electrons (g, T; -q, ¥) and (k, T; -k, {), which are coupled with the
electron phonon interaction (¥iq). The phonon has a momentum (K - ).

where u is the chemical potential; 1 = & (the Fermi energy).
Here we use the mean field theory. The expectation value is all one needs to
understand the nature of the ground state. This can be accomplished by setting

+ 4+ + _+ + _+ + _+
and_gy = ("ma-u - <akTa—k¢ >) + <akTa—ki>
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a_p 8 = (a—kiakT - <a—k¢akT>) + <a—kiakT>

by treating the first term as small compared to the second term (its average), and
expanding to first order in the small quantities. For simplicity we use

*

+ _+
b, = <a—k¢akT> J b, = <akTa—k¢>
Using such an approiximation, we get

apdla,a,, =(apal,, - b))+ bk*][(a_qﬂqr ~b)+5,]
=b, (a_a,—b)+b,(asa’, —b)+bb,
=ba_a,+baja’, —b'b,—b'b +bb,
= bk*a_q Waqptbagal - bk*bq

Then we have

H—-¢.N= Z ca a,
k,o
+ Z Vk,q[bq a4yt ban:Tajki - bk bq]
k.q

*

= Z &, 0, — Z(Aka]:'rajki +A a_aq—AD)

k,o k
where
S =& —é&p.

The gap parameter is defined by

A, = _Z Vk,q<a—qiaqT> = _Z Vk,qbq ’
q

q

or

A = _Z Vk,‘l<a;—Tajq~L> = ‘Z Vk,qbq* :

q q

The above Hamiltonian can be diagonalized using the Bogoliubov transformation,
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A1 U =V | 2

a Vi U \Ay
where we assume that u is real and
lu, |+, |2:”k2+|"k P=1.
This condition can be derived from the commutation relation,
[0 ) =, oy o, =1
Note that

+ * + *
(0,00 ), =[uwpay —vidly uy @y —va ]

:‘ uk |2 [ak¢5ak¢+]++ | vk |2 [ajkiaa,ki]

* * +
—uv lag,a 1-u, vilal, a.]

2 2 2 2
=Hu [+ v =+ v [ =1
The inverse Bogoliubov transformation is given by

-1
A | (“k - VkJ | ( Uy Vk} 27
+ - * + - * +
Vi U o Vi U Ny

a;y
Using the Bogoliubov transformation, the above Hamiltonian can be rewritten as
H—uN = ; S (ukakT+ + Vk*a,kj,)(”kam +val )
+ Zk: E(—v, ap +ual, Vue,, —va.
_ Zk:[Ak (e +v, o, ua,, —v, o)+
+ Ak*(”ka,m —va e, v, ) - Ab, ]

where & , =&, . In order to diagonalize the Hamiltonian it is required that the coefficients

of &, a,; and akfafkf should be equal to zero. Then we have
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* %2 *
28wy, +A v, —Aru; =0,
and its conjugate
25 u,v, +Ak*vk2 ~Au; =0.

We use the second quadratic equation.

w) & (m) (A0,
Vi A\ v Ay o

The solution of this equation is obtained as

u, & tE;
- b
Vi A,

where

E, =& +|A[

We will show later that the plus sign should be chosen to get the minimum energy. Then
the Hamiltonian H can be rewritten as

H=E,+Y E(a, aqta, a,),
k
where
2 * * 5
E, =Y 25 [ —Awy, —A wyv, +ABb, ]
k

E, is the ground state energy. The above Hamiltonian clearly indicates the energies of the
excitations above the ground state. Since

U _ S tE,
Vi A,
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ux and &, £ E, are real, which means that the phase of 4 is the same as that of vx. We

assume that

A=|A e

1 (GEE) | _2E(E &)
2 2 2 2
|"k| |"k| |Ak| |Ak|

Using the normalization condition (uk2 +|v, ’=1), we have

| k| _(Ek+§k

The energy of the ground state £, can be rewritten as

E, = Z[2§1c|"k|2 - Ak”k"k* - Ak*ukvk + Akbk*]
k
=128 - 2v | (& £E)+ b
k
_ z[¢2|vk|2Ek +A,b,]
k

=Y [FE, FE)+AD, ]

where the double signs are in order. In order to get the minimum value of E,, we need to
choose

il ===

E-e) 1, S
2E, 2( Ek)’

leading to

E, =Y [-E +&+AD,]

k

which is the ground state energy. Then we also have
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Si

uk2=l(1+— ,
2" E,

and

1 2 AL
Wbl =g
k k

5 -

The condensation amplitude F is given by

A

F.= uk|vk| =
k

We note that the quasi-particle occupation numbers follows the Fermi-Dirac function,

1

<a, a.><a, a6 >=f(E)=———\,
K it -k Pl f( k) eXp(ﬂEk)+l

where f(E,) is the Fermi-Dirac distribution function and S = ﬁ . The parameter vy is
B

related to
w o tE
Vi A,
or
A A ei¢k
v, =u k_ =y | k|

%k %k .
§k+Ek §k+Ek

The phase of 4y is the same as that of vy.
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E/A

&/A

0.5+

&/a

Fig.  Excitation spectrum. |Ak| =A.

_‘3 _‘2 —‘1 i ﬁ é
Fig. Plot of w’ and |w]* as a function of &A. |Ak|:A. In a normal phase, the

momentum distribution (v]*) drops discontinuously at & = 0 (k = kg). In the
superconducting phase, this drop is smeared out on an interval ok ~1/&,, where &
is the coherence length.

85



Fig. Plot of the condensation amplitude Fi = uy vy as a function of &/ A. |A k| =A

46.  The gap equation
We start with the energy gap equation at finite temperature given by

A, = —Z Vk’q<a_q¢aqT>
q

where

PE,
2

)

<a7q¢aqT> = % tanh(

q

Note that

<a_q¢aqT> = <(—vqor;T +tua Nuo,+ vqafq¢)>
= uqvq<a_q¢a_*q¢> - uqvq<aq+¢aq¢>
=u,v,[1- <a_+qTa_qT>] - uqvq<a;TaqT>
=y, [1-2(aa,, )]
=uv,[1-2f(E,)]
u’A BE

A E
=—2 1 tanh(—L)=—1 tanh('B E
£ +E, 2 2E, 2

)

where we use
<aqpa >=<al o, >= 0,

+1 + + -1
[och,thT ], = a0, +a,a,=1.

Then we get
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ﬁE

A, = ZVk 5
In order to simplify this equation, we assume that
V,,=-V if |§k| <hw,, and ‘fq‘ <hw,.

Viy=0 otherwise.

where hiw,, =k,0 and @ is the Debye temperature. Then A, becomes independent of &

and the above equation reduces

PE,

A=V
q

q

The final form of the gap equation is

%:;2; ") > ﬁtanh(—wl a5,

q9 2 é:
We assume that ‘Aq‘ =A

1) The energy gapat T=0K

1 = N(0) hT _ds
V o 2\/52 + A
hop

o[ e
_ N(O)ln[ha)D + AN +(ho, |

A

2ha,

=~ N(0)In[ ]

where N(0)is the density of states per spin at the Fermi surface.
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2) Critical temperature T,
The energy gap is equal to zero at the critical temperature Tc.

A=0 at T=T..

This equation can be rewritten as

haop
1 _ J'ﬁtanh(i)
NOW 4 & 2k,
haop (2k,T.) £
— tanh(&)
&
hap (2kgT,)
p/(2kpl, lngdg
_ 1 t h hap ((2kgT,) I YIPN
[In & tanh(&)], -([ cosh’ (&)
© In&dé
_ 1 ¢ h h(UD/(ZkBTc)_ _—
[In & tanh(&)], .([Coshz(r:)
hao hao 7
= In(-——2-) tanh(-——2-) —[In(*) -
n(szTc) an (2kBTc) [H(4) 7]
e
kT 7

where y=0.577216 is the Euler's constant. Here we use the fact that

ho,
kT,

~Nlo

is very large. For Al (type-I superconductor), in fact, 7. = 1.14 K and ®=428 K, The n
we have

Q:ﬁ:375,439>>1, tanh( o, )=t€mh(£)=1
T, 1.14 5T, 2T,
Then we get

L (4081878
NOW  2k,T

BT c
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since — [ln(%) —y]=0.81878 . This can be rewritten as

ho, — 2exp[ 1
k,T. NOYW

c

Jexp(—0.81878)

~ 0.881939exp[

N(O)V]

or

k,T. =1.13387hw, exp[— 1.

NOYV
Since
A, = 2ho, exp[—#]
VN(0)
we have
24, __ 4 =3.52774

k,T. 1.13387
or

2A, =3.52774k,T. = 0.303997 T.[K] (meV)

2A, is the energy gap for the breaking up of 1 Cooper pairs (two electrons).
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2A(0)[meV]
6 L

5,

4,

BCS theory

10

‘ ~ T.(K
15 20 1e®

Fig. 24, [meV]vs T, [K], predicted from the BCS theory.

((Note))

2A

The ratio 3.52774 (=

) is a 'universal' value independent of 7, and other variables. It

should be noted , however, that this value is obtained within the so-called weak coupling
approximation in the BCS theory. The actual value of the ratio for ordinary
superconducting metals with low 75 is close to this weak coupling value, but for metals
with higher T, this ratio deviates from the universal constant.

T, 24ksTe  ACIC,
BCS 3.52774 1.43
Al 1.18 3.53 1.43
cd 0.52 3.44 1.32
Sn 3.72 3.61 1.60
Hg 4.15 3.65 2.37
Pb 7.20 3.95 271
Nb 9.25 3.65 1.87

47. Temperature dependence of energy gap
We start with the energy gap equation
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L e anh(LE_ A
NV i, 2(E + A 2k, T
ho, ho, 2 2

D D A

j tanh( N L anh "8 L nn®
o 2k (RN 2k, T ~ 2¢ 2k, T

)]

-y haop 2 AZ
hop 2¢73 0 L e A L ]
kT w7 i, 28+ A 2k, T 2& 2k, T

ho, 2¢7 . "1 (m .

1 S
kT oz ! [ NS () Gy )]

= In(

= In(

Using the expansion formula

tanh(x) =35 (2n )z

n=0

we get
1 ha, 2¢” 4 ' & 1
NV 1(“13 7 (kTJIZ[ e )
B n=0
R R P P
2k, T
1
— 5 ]
4 ° +Q2n+1)’r’
2k, T
hw, 2e™” = Mo
G- 4A2kTZI e
[k, ' T*(2n+ 1) 7% + T
Here
hTD dé ~ 1 hop kgT dx
[k, ' T?2n+1)’ 7 + &7 k,'T° 3 [2n+1)’72°+x°T
1 ]3 dx
kT 3 [2n+1yY 7" +x°T
1 1

kT 47 (2n+1)
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Then we have

0

1 ho, 2¢7 4N 5 1

= In —
N0V (kBT 7r) 4%k, 'T> S Q2n+1)

hew, 2e” ) N
kT o'k, T?

~ In %qa

where

O 7
;(2%1)3 =550

and  {(3)=1.2206. Using the relation

—7
L lion 2e
NOYW kT o«

)

we have
hw, 2e” haw, 2e” AT
In(—=2 =In(—2 — —c(3),
Gt 77 "r 2 s
or
=87
T, ﬁ2k32T28g .

The energy gap is obtained as

8 1/2 T Tc
A(T) _mchTc[%} Z’/ln(?)

8 1/2 T s
AT ) 4

= 3.06326kBTC(1—%)”2

c
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in the vicinity of 7 = T.. We make a plot of two functions (a) (1—%)” > and (b)

c

%1 {ln(%) as a function of 7' below T.. It is found that these curves agree very well.

c

A(T)
A(T =0)

0.75 0.80 0.85 0.90 0.95 100 T

Fig. Plotof f(t)=A(T)/(3.06326k,T.) as a function of reduced temperature ¢ = 7/7..
We show two curves, fi7) = (1—1)""? (red line) and 4/In(1/¢) (blue line).

((Mathematical note))
Suppose that

T
t=—=1-x
T
where x is close to x = 1 (but x>0)

T Y Lo

=17 In(?)
=—(1-x)*In(1-x)

=x—§x2 +lx3 +0(x*) ~x
2 3

Then in the vicinity of 7= T; (but 7<7;), we have
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T T, 2~ B T | T 2~ a2
(Fc,/ln(?)J ~(1-1), or (Tc,/ln(T)J ~(1-1)

The energy gap is an order parameter for the superconducting transition. The critical

exponent [ for the order parameter is = 1/2 as is predicted from the mean field theory.
We note that

_ 3.5277 kT

A0 2 c

Using this, we have

A(T) _ox 3.06326k,T, (1_1)1/2 _ 1.73669(1—1)1/2,
A, 3.5277k,T. = T, T,

48.  Density of states

The BCS spectrum is easily seen to have a minimum Ay for a given direction K on the
Fermi surface; Ax therefore, in addition to playing the role of order parameter for the
superconducting transition, is also the energy gap in the quasi-particle spectrum. To see
this explicitly, we can simply do a change of variables in all energy integrals from the
normal metal eigenenergies & to the quasiparticle energies Ey:

gk :é::g_gFa

E=\&+A, or E=

N(E)dE=N,(5)ds=N,(0)ds,

E*-N

I+

since £~ (. Then we get
N(E) = N, (0)22 = N, (0)——=

dE /Ez_Az’

or
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E
NE) E A
N,(0) JE>-A (Ejz |
A
4 [ T
E/A

3+

2 L

1+

N(E)/N,(0)
0 L L L
0 1 2 3 4
. E . . N(E) . .
Fig. Plot of n vs the normalized density of states ——=. N(E) is the density of state

per spin.

49. Evaluation of the energy of ground state, E,

.
b, =uv,, b =u,v,=uyv,

Then we have
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Z(_Ek +& + Akbk* + Ak*bk) = Z(_Ek +& + Akukvk* + Ak*uk*vk)
% i

) ”k2|Ak|2

§k+Ek)

:Z(_Ek +&+
:Z(_Ek +&; +M)

k

A
|k| )

= Z (& +

_ _ i

= Zk: & E, )
Then we have

Eg = Z(_Ek +§k +Akbk*)
k

DAEOR W

We assume that 4y is independent of k. Then the energy gap equation can be expressed

Then the ground state energy E, can be rewritten as

E Zé:k(l__ AA_zé:k _i _A72

Here we assume that A4 is a positive real value.
AZ
E,()+5 - Z‘fk X4

D R YA Y]
k k k k

_yé&

S R Yy
k k k
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where E, is the energy of the normal state. Then the above equation can be rewritten as

A_Z o hap é: hap,
E,(8)+ =—N(0) j dé &lag

F+N(O) j

— 2N(0) j dé \/;ﬁuzv(()) jngdg

haop /A 2 hop /A
=-2N(0)A’ j dx +2N(0)A? j xdx

X
0 Vx2+A2 0

2 2
—_NO "2 |y (7‘ Y ) + N(0)A? smh_l(h i ] + N(0)A? (h&]
A A A A

z_ha)D ha)D2 %2 ) . ,lh&
= N(0O)A[ A 1+( A j +( A j]+N(O)A sinh ( A j]

of haoy 2 4 he
~—N(0)A( A J+N(O)A sinh ( A j]

Thus we have

2 2
E (A)+A——E —N(O)Azh%+A—

AN
~—N(0 —+—
0) v

or

E,~E,(A)= N(O)A—2

We note that the energy gap 4 is related to the thermodynamic critical field H.(0) as

N<0>A— - i[Hc O

((Note))
Here we use the formula
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J‘\/_ ——(x\/1+x —sinh™ x),
1+ x°

hop

f\/m

The energy gap equation id

2
=sinh~ ( D)—l hA (hZ)Dj +1,

hop haop

dg
=NV =NV
hj;n 24/E +A '[ w/
or
sinh[ 1= hao, ,
N(O)V A
or
A :Lf’lz Yhe, expl———]~ 2ha, .
sinh[——] VN(0)
VN (0)
50.  Physical meaning
The energy gap at 7= 0 K is given by
A, = 3.5277 kT
2
Then we get
2
[H.O)] _ N(O)A > N(0) (3.5277 k,T ) =1.55558N(0)(k,T.)’

87 ) 2

Note that the unit of left-hand side is Oe” = erg/cm’. Here we use the following relation
for the electronic specific heat in the normal state

C,=v.T,

e
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with

27

3 N(0)k,” .

Then we have

2
O _y 5555837 12,
87 2

Suppose that the atom (showing the superconductivity) has a molar mass M (g) and a
density p (g/cm’).

(7.7

3 _ P 2
=1.55558——x (107 x107)x J [(molK*)==T7,
Py = ( )x y(mJ /[(mo )M c

where

M is the volume (cm®) per mol; [mol/cm’].
P

HO= \/8’”1'55558X <107 x10°)x (mJ f(molK)) 27,

2
T

= \/87r x1.55558 x x (10" x107) x y(mJ/(molK)z)ﬁTc

2
T

- 243.76\/ y(mJ /(molK)z)ﬁTc

in the units of Oe.

(1) H(0) is proportional to 1/7/%71.

(i1) If T¢ is very high, then H.(0) is also very high.

((Example))

(i)  Pb,
p=11.34 g/em’, M =207.2 g/mol.
7=2.98 mJ/(mol K?). T.=7.193 K
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H_(0)=708.1 Oe (calculation)

H_(0)=803 Oe (experiment)

(i)  Sn
p=1.365 glem’, M=118.692 g/mol.
7= 1.78 mJ/(mol K?). T.=3.722K
H_(0)=301.5 Oe (calculation)
H_(0)=309 Oe (experiment)

(i) Al
p=2.70 glem’, M =26.9815 g/mol.
7= 1.35 mJ/(mol K?). T.=1.140 K

H_(0)=102.1 Oe (calculation)
H_(0)=105 Oe (experiment)

All the experimental data of g, Hc and Tc are obtained from the ISSP Kittel (8th-edition).

51.  BCS Ground state
According to BCS, the ground state can be expressed by

|BCS) =] [, +v,.B))|®,..)
k

where B, is a pairing operator, and is defined by
Bi=a a4,
and an operator Hermitian conjugate to the operator B, is given by
+ + + + +
By =agal =-a’,,a4.

The parameters u, and vx can be determined such that the BCS ground state is to be
minimized over the space of u; and v;. Another method (as is already discussed above) is
the diagonalization of the BCS Hamiltonian by using the Bogoliubov transformation. We
will show that these two methods are equivalent.
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Since there is no quasi particle in the ground state, we have

a,,|BCS)=0, a | BCS)=0.

|(Dm,> is the vacuum state. We use the Bogoliubov transformation;

+ * +
+ - * + ) - D)
o Vi o U \Ayy o Vi U N9
a a - : -
( kT ]:[ uk vk j( 5 J akT _ uk Vk akT
" * 4 , = .
a_ Vi W N\O a_, Ve U N\

Here we assume that u, =u, (real number). vy is in general a complex number.

or

Then the above relations can be rewritten as
a,4|BCS) = (w,a,, —v,a’,,)|BCS)=0,
and
a_, |BCS)=(u.a_,, +v,a+)|BCS)=0.
This means that |BCS > is a vacuum state for quasi-particles.
52: The formation of the BCS ground state by the successive addition of Cooper
pairs

The BCS state can be formulated from the successive addition of Cooper pairs to the
vacuum state.

|¢)vac> >
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A

» k

ad '

(uy, +v, a;Tafk1¢)| q)va6> ’
ky
A
|k1,T>

» k.

Q]

|—k1,4>
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(ukz + vkz a/:zTajkzi )(ukl + vk1 a;na:rkli« )| (DWC> )

|—ki,4>

ly,t> Ky
A

|ky, T>

d >

|_k2a‘l’>

(, + V@0l Yy, +va,a, Nu, +vpaa’, )| @)
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ey, t> Ky
A

k1, T>
k3, T>
3 —r
d |—k3,~L>
|_k19‘1’>

|_k29‘1’>

|BCS> = H(uk + VkBl:)|chac>

k

oy
Ptnpgny

LT
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53. The commutation relation

53.1. Fermion operators
The Fermion operators satisfies the anticommutation relation.

+ _ + + _
la,,.a,,. ), =a,,a;. +a;.a,, = 5,@,6,505, .

[akaak'a']+ = [a/-:o" al-:'o"]+ = 0 .

Using the vacuum state |®m> , we have

[ako" al:a ]+| (Dvac> = | CDvac> >
or
(akcral-:a + a/:aaka )| q)vac> = | (Dvac> >

or
akaak0'+|q)vac> = (1 - ak0'+aka )| q)vac> = | q)vac> .

53.2 Paring operators By and B
The application of B, to |CDW,> yields

Bk|q)va6> =a—k¢akT|q) >:O’

vac
and

(@B, =0.

Similarly, we get

Bk+|q)m> = a;Tajki|(DvaC> = _ajkiaI:T|(DvaC> ,

The application of B, B, to |(DW> yields
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BkBk+

D) =a, aa0a", | ®,,)
=—apa_yasad’, |0,
= akTa—kiajkiale|(Dvac>
=a.(l1-a’,a_, )a,}|®m>
=4, | @, ) +a0a’ aa | O, )
= akTaI:T|CDvac>
=|®,,)

54. Fermion operators and boson operators

(1)
+ _ +  _+ + 4+
(a1, By, = aypa0a’,, + 507,04
.+ + 1t +
=a 10y — a4 GGy
=d4 (1 2akTakT)
2)
+ _ + 4 + 4
[a,m,Bk L= A_i3QprQ_yy T30 a_ A 1y
T + + _+
=T A 1@ T A4 A 1y
—_— + — +
=" (1 2a—k¢a—k?)
3)
+ + _ 4+ + + + + +
[a_k¢’Bk ]+ =a_ 14 a + Ar@_4 14 4
ot + + _+ +
=T A, T ana Ay
=0
(4)
+ + R R + t +
[akT,Bk ]+ - ak'rak’rafki + ak'ra—kiakT
_+ + + At + +
SAp A a_ | — A dpd_y,
=0
)
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+ _ + _+ + _+
[a-ki ’Bk ]+ =a_,,0140 + Apra_ 14y,
R + + _+
=TApd a4y + A2 d_j 1Ay,

=-a,(1-2a",a )

(6)

+1 + _+ + _+
la,.Bi . =a, a0, +a,a a,
_ + o+ + +
A apa_, A a
_ + + +
=(a, a4 +apa,)a’,,

_ +
=4,

When these operators are applied to |CDW,> , we have

(a)

[a,0: B L@ ) =0 Bl @, )=a’, (1-2a30,)| @, ) =a’, |®,),
or

4B | @, )=a'y |®,,).

(b)

[a 1. B 1| @) =a 4B @, ) = —a;i (1-2a", ja )| @, ) = —a| @, ).
or

a1 Bi|®,,)==a,|®,).
(c)

[a . B{L|®,.)=—aj,(1-2a7, a_ )| @, )=—a,|®,,).
or

a_ Bi|®,.)=-a;| ).
(d)

[ak¢’Blc+]+|q)va¢‘> = (ak.l,B]:r +B;ak¢)|q)vac> = ajk¢|q)vac‘>’
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or

akin+|chac>:ajk¢|cDWC>'

5S. The nature of the BCS ground state
Here we show that,

.| BCS)=0. a . |BCS)=0.

((Proof))

ak¢|BCS> = H(”/ +v, B Nupa —vial, )y +v By )|CDvac>

1#k

+ 2 + + 2 4+ +
:H(u, +v,B )u, a, tuvaB —wva’  —v. a, B)
1#k

q)vac>

2
= H(ul +vB ) wvan By —wval, —v,oa’ B) q)vac>

1=k

= H(“/ +v, B )uva_q - ukvkajk¢|q)vac> =0

Ik

and

a_k¢|BCS> = H(u, +v,B ) ua_, +via)u, +kak+)|(Dm>
I#k
= H(u, +v,B ), a_, +uva B +uyv.a.+v, a,B;)
I#k

= H(ul +v, B ) (—uvia, +uvial, )| CDW> =0

1#k

(Dvac>

Here we note that

+ +
a—kiB k

O, )=a' apd’, |®,,)=0,
az}B;|chac> = a;Ta;Tajki| ‘D> =0,

from the Pauli's exclusion principle; No two electrons can occupy the one state denoted
by

k, 6> , Where k is the wavenumber and o is the spin up or down state.

56. Paring operators

B, =a_ . a.;,
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+ + 4
B =apal,
The pairing operators obey commutation relations given by

[Bk ’B]:]— =(1- By =0 )é‘k,k'

with
My =Qdes s n=a,a,,.
and
[By,B,.].=0.
[Bi,B.1, =2B.B,.(1-6,,).
BB/ CDW> =a_,,a,.a.,a’,, CDW>
=a_,,a" 4, CDW>
= afkiaj/& q)vac>
= |chaC>
since
akaal:o’ vac> = | q)vac> >
we have
Bk (I)vac>:0’ <q)vac BkJr:O‘

57.  Normalization of the ground state:

vac

(BCS|BCS)

H(uk +v, ‘B )H(uk +v,B)) W>
H(uk +v, ‘B (W, +v,B)) mc)
H(uk +u,v, B +u,v, B +v,v, B B)|®
H(uk +vkvk)

vac> -

D

vac

vac >

vai

o

CDvac>

va

(@
<
(D,
<
(@,

D,
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since

2 *
u,” +vv, =1.

58.  Excited state: quasi particles
+ * + ’ - .
L Vi o U N9y, ) Vi U N9y

BCS> = H(“z +v, B ) ua — vy a_ )u, + kaI:)|q)vac>
1=k
=@ +vB/ Yu ai +uvea B —uv,
I#k

2 *
:H(u, +v,B ), a +v, vka,})|d)m>

1#k

= a/-:TH(ul +VIBI+)|®WIC>

1#k

(i)

4
2%

*

a—ki _vk vka—kiB; )|q)vac>

since

a,kJ,B/:r q)vac> = _aI:T|cDVUC>’

and
2 *
u, +v, v, =1.
(ii)

ajk¢|BCS> = H(“z +v,B ) vy apr +ual, Nu, +v B )|chac>
1#k
= H(”l +VIBZ+)(uka*akT +Vka*ak¢Bk+ +uk2afki +uval Bl
1#k

* 2
= H(ul +VIB1+)(Vka ajk,L +uk ajk¢)|q)vac>

1#k

= ajkin(ul +VZBI+)|(Dvac>

1#k

q)vac>

(iii)
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a;Tafk¢|BCS> :H(u, +v B Y uay—v,a ) v, a,+ua’ Nu, +kak+)|®vac>

1%k
= H(”z +v,B ) ua, - Vk*afu)aju d)m,>
l#k
= H(”z +viB Nuaqa’,, - Vk*a,uajw) CDvac>
1#k
= (ukBk - vk*)H(ul + lelJr) (Dvac>
1#k
From these, it is found that
ground state Cooper pair (kT, -k{): (u, +v,B)).
the first excited state (kT): a,.
the first excited state (-k¥): a’,,.
the excited state (kT) and (-kv): (u, B, —vk*) )

59. Condensation amplitude

(BCS|n,| BCS)=(BCS|aj+a,.|BCS)=v,v, .

((Proof))

(BCS|ajra,,|BCS)=(D, [g (u, +v, B, )g (, +v, B, +v, B)aja.(u, +v,B))|®,,.)
=(®,, [g (u, + v,*B,)g (u, + v, B, +v, B)v,aja,B))|®.,.)
= (@ (LT n v BT T+ 0 BONws vy Bryviaisa’y |, )
= (@ LT+ BOL T+ v BNy + v BOVB | @)
=(®,,. [Ek[ (u, + vl*B,)g (, + v B, v, B +v, v)| @)
=v, v (D, H (u, +v, B)(u, +v,B)))|®,,.)
=v, v, =|v|’

using

4B, ) =" [0,),  BB®,)=[0,).
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Similarly, we have

(BCS|a;,a,,|BCS) = (D

[H (u, + VI*BI)H (u, +v, B )](u, + Vk*Bk)a;¢ak¢ (u +v, By )|chac>

vac

{
I#k 1k
=(@, [T T +v, B[, +v, B, +v, B)v,a;,a, B @)
1#k I#k
= <q)vac [H (u, +VI*BI)H (u, + v, B )]y +Vk*Bk )vka/j'rajki|q)vac>
1#k I#k
= (@, [T T, +v BTy + v BN+, Bw, Bl | D)
1#k I#k
= <q)vac [H (ul + vl*B/)H (ul + kal+ )](ukka/:— + vk*vk) chac>
1#k I#k
= Vk*vk <q)vac H(ul + VI*B/ )(u[ + ka1+ )|chac>
1#k
* 2
=V Vi =|Vk|
using
ak‘LB/:r q)vac> = ar“ q)vac> .

FY is the condensation amplitude in the state k.

F,
Fk

(BCS|B!| BCS).

<BCS|aI:Tajki|BCS>

<(D [H (u, + VI*B[)H (u; + v, B, + Vk*Bk )B/ (u, +v, B, )|(Dvac>
{

{

vac
I#k I#k

[H (u, + VI*B[)H (u, + v, B))(u, + Vk*Bk Yu, By +v BB, )| q)vac>
1k 1#k
[H (u, + VI*B[)H (u, +v,Bf )](”szk+ + ukvk*BkBl:r +u, v BB/

1k 1#k

)

vac

(D vac

+ vk*kakBl:rBl:r )| chac>

*

=u,v,
since

[B,,B,] =0.

[Bi.B.1, =2B.B.(1-5,,.).

B.B{

(Dvac> = (Dvac> °
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[Bk ,B,: ]7 = (1 EECT S () )é‘k,k' :

(BCS|B,|BCS)=(BCS|a_, a,,| BCS)

{
=(D,, [R[ (u, +v, B, )R[ (u, + v, B, +v, BB, (u, +v,B))|®,,.)
=(D,, [R[ (u, +v, B, )H (u, + v, B, +v, B)u,B, +v,B,B))|P,.)
= <CDW [H(ul +V1*BI)H(“1 + kaf)](uszk "'”ka*Bkz +u,v,B,B/
+v, v, B.B,B)| D)

=Uvy

60.  The number operator:
The number operator is define by

N=% a0, =) (aa, +a/,a,) =) (1, +n).
k,o k k
The average of N for the BCS state is

(N)=(BCS|N|BCS)=2>"|v|".

(v°)
The fluctuation is given by

(AN) = (N7)=(N)? = "

(BCSIN?|BCS) =23 [ )2 + 34wy, [ .
k k

Note that
<BCS |a,:TakTa,:.¢ak.¢|BCS> = |vk|25k,k, + |vk|2|vk,|2(1 — O i)

The quantities u; and |vx| will typically be numbers of order 1, so since the numbers of
allowed K-states appearing in the k& sums scale with the volume £2 of the system, we have

<N>zQ, and (AN)ZzQ.

Therefore the width of the distribution of numbers in the BCS state is
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AN Jo 11

<N> Q _\/52\/5'

As N = 10* particles, this relative error implied by the number non-conservation in the
BCS state becomes negligible.

61. Relation between |N > state and |BCS> state.

Here we assume that

v 4

— _ i0

h, = v, = |vk|e ,
Uy

Then we get
|BCS(9)> = HukH (1 + hkeieBl:)|chac> s
k k

or

2

|BCS(0)) ~ {1 +%e"92hk3; + %eizg(thB;] }
. k k

CDvac> >

where @is the phase of the order parameter. This indicates that the BCS state can be
expressed as the superposition of |N > as

0 9
|BCS(0)) =Y [, exp(l?N)| N,
N=0
where |N > is the state having the N particles and (N | N '> =0y n-

0 9

(N|BCS6))=(N|> 4, exp(l? NN
N'=0
0 '9
-3 ey
N'=0

= Ay expls V)

or
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JA, = exp(—% N)(N|BCS(9)).
We also have the expression

2z .
Ny=—L [90 o (—%N)|BCS(¢9)>.

| >_mogep

Ay is the probability for finding the system in the |N > . Ax may be expressed by a

Gaussian distribution given by

(N-<N>)’
A =— S e
N \/EANGXP[ 2(AN)2 )

where

(N)=N"= 2;|vk

2, (AN)2 = Z4uk2|vk|2.
k

AN

0.04F

0.03} <N>=10%
<AN>=10

0.021

0.01}

‘ ‘ ‘ N/<N>
0.996 0.998 1.000 1.002 1.004

Fig. A which has a Gaussian distribution with <N>= N = 10* and AN =10. The blue
arrow is the full-width at half maximum. In this figure, S(N/< N >) =2.355x
107,

For an arbitrary operator F, the matrix element is given by

115



(BCS(9)|F|BCS(6?)>=%V<BCS(9)|N>(N|F|N'}(N'|BCS(9)>
= 3y exp= T MV IFN YA, exp- )
= S A el (V- NN
where
(N|BCS(0)) =4y exp(—N) (BCS(9)|N) =4, exp(——N)
()  Suppose that F conserved the number of particles'

(BCS(0)|F|BCS(0)) = NZN-M JA' exp[—%(N’—N)](N'|F| N)
SRR
=(N"|F|N° >; Ay
=V |F|N)

(b) If F acting on |N > gives a state of N + p particles.
12
(BCS(O)|F|BCS(6)) = >[4, /4, exp[—%(N'—N)](N' IF|N)
N,N'
=>4y, exp(—¥)<z\f + p|F|N)
N
] 9 * *
= exp(—%)<N +p‘F‘N >Z Ay
N
_ ipl. . .
= exp(—7)<N + p|F|N")

These expectation values do not vanish in the state |BCS(9)>. It is clear that this state is

much simpler than |N > , and, moreover, manifestly shows essential features of

superconductivity.

62.  BCS Theory
We start the so-called the BCS Hamiltonian
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_ + + _+
H—uN = Z Sy oy o T Z V@pa_a ,a, .
k,o k,l
We assume that u and vy are real.

Wics = <BCS |I:I - yN| BCS> = ZZ Ev. + z Vouvauy,
k k,l

which is to be minimized subject to the constant that
w' +v, =1.
It is useful to put

u, =sing,, v, =cos b,
Waes =(BCS|f1 - V| BCS) =257, c0s0,” 4 TV sin (26 )5in(26,).
X i

Then we get

%(BCSW — uN|BCS) = —2; & sin(20,) + %; V., cos(20,)sin(26,) =0,

k

or
& tan(26,) = %ZI:VH sin(26),).

We define the energy gap equation by
A, = —Z V., siné, cosd, = —ZI: Vaviu, = —%Z V., sin(26,) .

Thus we have
&, tan(26,) =-A, .
We find
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where

E, =& +A" .

The gap energy is determined from the gap equation

A A
A==V —L=Np, —=L .
k Z ki 2El Z kl 2 5[2 +A12

We choose the simplified interaction (BCS interaction),

V,=-V if |&|<hw, and |&|<ha,,

V,=0 otherwise.

and
A, =A (independent of k) if |&,| <hew,,
A, =0 otherwise.

Then we have

r=mn) [ A4

s 24ET A

or
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This equation only has a solution for positive V,

ho
=sinh ' (—2).
( A )

ho 1
A= L ~ 2hw, exp[———].
sinh[— ] VN(0)
VN (0)

where N(0) is the density of states per spin at the Fermi level.

63.  Summary

e probability that the Cooper pair (kT, -k{) is occupied.
w’:  probability that the Cooper pair (kT, -k4) is unoccupied.

where
2 2
u, +v, =1,

”k2 :l(1+g_k , sz :l(l_i ,
2 E, 2 E,

where E is the excitation energy and is defined by

E, = V§k2+A2

F is the condensation amplitude and is defined by

F=uw, =
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Uk

Vi Uk

sz

‘ ‘ ‘ A

—4 ) 2 4 ¢

Fig. Plotof ukz, vkz, and Fi= uyvx as a function of &A. We assume that vy is real for
convenience.

There is an energy gap between the ground state and the excited state. The excitations
consists of the breaking of pairs. The excitation energy is the sum of Ey for each excited
electrons in each pair. The superconducting state is a condensed state in the sense that a
finite energy A4 is required to produce an excited state of the whole system.

64. Thermodynamic critical field
If we make the substitutions

2u,v, :EA,(’ v’ :%(1—2—’;)
into

Wies = 2; fkvkz + ;Vklukvku,v, ,
then we get

Wics = L&)+ S g g
or

A1 A’

1
W..=(E,+———NO)A)——=E, ——N(0)A”.
Bcs(on())Voz()
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Comparing this to the normal state energy (4 = 0), measured relative to &,

Ey=)2& .

k<kp

we get
1 2
Wyes —E, = _EN(O)A <0.

This indicates that

LV A ()
2 8

65. Mean field approximation at finite temperatures

At finite temperatures, quasi-particles are thermally excited. We need to take into
account of the effect in the mean field theory. To this end, the average over the BCS
ground state is replaced by the average in the thermal equilibrium, such that

(BCSlaza . BCS) > (afa ).
<BCS|‘1/:¢“H| BCS> - <“;Tak¢> .

Here we use the Bogoliubov transformation given by

(a”}:( U Vk](“ﬂ]
+ * + ’
a_y Vi U \NC

The Fermi-Dirac distribution function is given by

1

<a,a,><a, a6 >=f(E)=———,
[ 3 -k Tl f( k) exp(ﬂEk)+1

where <> is the average in the thermal equilibrium at the finite temperature. We also
note that
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_ _ + + _ + + _ _
a0, >=<a,a, >=<a,a,><a, a;>..=0,

since the number of particles are not conserved. Based on these rules, we can calculate
the following quantities.

(1)

<akTa_k,¢> =< (U0t + v, Vo y Fupe ) >
= UV <A > Hugy <al o, >
=uvl-<a o, >+<a’, a, >0,
=-{1-21(E, )]ukvkdk,k'

and
<a_k¢am > =[1-2f(E)uvi 6
)

<a,}am> =<(ua, + vk*ogk¢ Yuop +vial ) >
=u, <A > U, <A 0 > LY, <a;¢afﬁ> + vkvk*<a_k¢afk¢>
= ”kz <ana, > +|Vk|2 [1- <ajkia—ki >]
=u,” f(E)+ [ =1 (E)
= |Vk|2 + (ukz _|Vk|2)f(Ek)

3)

<al:Tajk¢> =< (ukOl,} + Vk*a—ki )(_Vk*akT + ukajki) >
= _ukvk* <@H0, > +ukvk* <aal, >
=-uw, <ao.>+uy, [1- <05,+k¢0‘7k¢>]
=uy, (1-2/(E,)

66.  Fermi-Dirac function
The Fermi-Dirac distribution function is defined by
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1 1 !
15 = e
exp(,BE)+1 exp(ﬁ §2+A2)+1 exp(,BA i2+1)_+_1
AZ

where
PA= —3'527716311 = 1.763855 ,
2k, T T
and
2A =3.5277k,T.. (BCS prediction)

f(E)

ol 04

Fig. Plot of f{E) as a function of & A. t is the reduced temperature; t = 7/T,. t = 0.2, 0.4,
0.6,0.8,1.0,1.2,and 1.4.

This function is an unusual Fermi function. The denominator features exp(fE), rather
than the conventional form exp[/(&-¢r)]. Because of £>0, (E) reaches its maximum at
the Fermi level, and it decays to zero when k lies either above or below. We also have the
relation

1 _exp(pE) 1 \
exp(BE)+1 exp(BE)+1 exp(-BE)+1

1= f(E)=1-
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1-f(E)

Fig. Plot of 1-f(E) as a function of &/A. ¢ is the reduced temperature; t = 7/7T¢. t = 0.2,
0.4,0.6,0.8,1.0, 1.2, and 1.4.

67. Order parameter: coherence length and phase
The wavefunction is defined as

ik-r ik-r

1 1
%(r):ﬁze er | ¢W>=EZ€ el

where (2is the volume of the system. Then the order parameter of the superconducting
phase is defined by the form of correlation of the wavefunctions at r and r'.

y(r—r)={(p, ), "))
l i(k-r-k'r'
ZEZel( )<ak¢a7k,T>
A

k.k'

— Lzeik-(r—r') —ktanh(ﬁEk)
20 E, 2

k

where we use the above formula

<ak¢a—k‘7> =u v [1-2f(E )]0
=UVx [1 - 2./l‘(Ek )]5k,k'
A,

tanh(%)@(,k,

k

When 7—0, f(E,)=0, and
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<ak¢a_kT> = <BCS|ak¢a_kT| BCS> =U_ V., =UVy
since u_, =u, . Then the order parameter y/(r) at 7= 0 can be evaluated as

1 ik-r l ik-r Ak SiIl(JCFI") r
r)=— E e uv ———E e — = K ) 1
vr) Q5 R0 & E, kpr O(mffo) M

where Ky(x) is the modified Bessel function of the second kind. &; is the coherence

length and is defined by

hv, v,
N, 7(1.763k,T.)

S =
Note that in the limit of x — o0,
T
K,(x)=,|—e™".
o(%) »

The form of y(r) shows that the coherence length &£ represents the spatial extension of

the Cooper pair.

68.  Phase of the order parameter
The order parameter at the finite temperature can be expressed by

v (1) =y, (y;(0)

1 .
:5§€k <a7k¢am>
The phase of the order parameter comes from the phase of v, (v, = |vk|ei ?Yas

(a,a.)=um[1-2f(E)]

= M e’ tanh(&)
2F 2

k

Then the order parameter can be rewritten as

125



; | C A E
w(r)= €’€|l//(l‘)| = ) e’ez e 2—£| tanh(%) .
k Kk

The parameter @is the phase of the order parameter. The order parameter has a wave-like
nature. Such character is found to appear in the Josephson effect.

69 Coherence length of Al and Sn
1) Al (type-I superconductor)
ke =1.75 x 10%cm.
ve = 2.02 x 10° cr/s.
&=11.63¢V.
H,=105 Oe.
2A,=0.340 meV =3.94553 K.

Ay=1.973 K.
T.=1.140 K.

2 A,/kgT.=3.461.

£ =" —2489.5 nm.
A,
((Experiment)) Al
Coherence length: & = 1600 nm.
London penetration depth AL =16 nm.

2) Sn (type-I superconductor)
ke =1.62 x 10%/cm.
vi = 1.88 x 10% cmis.
&g =10.03 eV.
H.=309 Oe.
2A, =1.15meV =13.345 K.
A, =6.6726 K.

1. =3.722 K.

2 A,/kgT.=3.585.
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hv,.

£ =" =685.0 nm = 6850 A.

A,

((Experimental values)) Sn
Coherence length: & =230 nm.
London penetration depth AL =34 nm.

70. Approach from the Heisenberg's principle of uncertainty
In the BCS theory, the Cooper pairs are formed from electrons having the energy
close to the Fermi energy. Using the Heisenberg's principle uncertainty, we have

ApAx=h.

Since

Ae=v,Ap=A, or Ap=—,

Ax can be evaluated as

h hv,

AXx~E~— ,
d Ap A,

where vr is the Fermi velocity. Note that the average distance between electrons d is
approximated by

d~ vy .
gF
since
2 2
szla and 8F_hkF ZhhkathkaF'
d 2m m

When &g>>A4, we have

E>>d.
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71. Character in charge of quasi-particles
The charge density is defined by

0=-eY (a),a,,)
20 P ED
=0+ qu

Here Q is the contribution of the condensate of the Cooper pairs, and Oy, is the
contribution of the quasi-particle excitations,

2
s

0= —2e; v
and
0, = —2e§ =) E.
Here we use the formula
(aa )= + @’ =[S E).
We make a plot of
b=~ =) f(E),

It s found that the sign of Ak changes from positive (hole-like for £<0) to negative
(electron-like for £>0). This means that the quasi-particles behave like an electron for
&>0 and like a hole for &<0.
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t=T/Tc

electron—like

&/A

-0.04+t=0.8

Fig. Plotof h, =—(u,” — |Vk|2) f(E,), corresponding to the charge of quasiparticle, as a

function of &/A. t = T/T.. t is changed as a parameter.

2 Condensation amplitude at finite temperature
The condensation amplitude at finite temperature is given by

F=(a}a’,, ) =uy, 1-2/(E)].
Here we assume that vy is real. Then we have

A,

Fo=uw[1-2f(E)]= K

[1-2f(E)].

We make a plot of Fi as a function of &/4Ax = &A, where t = T/T, is changed as a
parameter.
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Fig.  Plot of the condensation amplitude F as a function of &/A. &/ A. t is the reduced
temperature; ¢ = 7/7T.. t = 0.2, 0.4, 0.6, and 0.8. We assume that the energy gap is
independent of ¢.

73. Specific heat
The electronic entropy in the superconducting phase is given by

Se = —2kBIdEN(E){f(E)1nf(E)+[1—f(E)]1n[1—f(E)]} ;

where f(E) is the Fermi Dirac function and the factor 2 comes from the degree of freedom
in spin.

1

IO owm

Then the specific heat is calculated as

_r8_2 _TdN, Oof(E)
C=Tar TI AENCENE =g )

(1) At low temperatures (7<<T;), where A is independent of 7.
f(E) ~ exp(~fE).

The density of states is defined as
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N(E)= N(0)
E*—A,

Then we have

_ 25 2 O (E)
Co=7 A[ dEN (E)E* [~ ]

_2N(0) 1 T dEE’e"™

T kT 5 (1+e™)\E> - A,
_2N(0) 1 J~dEE3 e

T kT3 JE>~A

— 7 K(BA)+ ﬁA ——K,(BA)]

2N(O)A
k,T?
2N(O)A

PR — 5 K(BA)

in the limit of A, —oo, where K,(x) is the modified Bessel function of the second kind
and has a symptotic form of

—X

K,(x)~ ezx

T

which is independent if n. Then we have

3/2
C, :\/2ﬂN(O)kBAO(kA—°T) exp(— 4 )
B

k,T

and
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3/2
C,. _ 27Ny, ( A, j exp(~ )

Iz §”2k32N(O)Tc k,T kT

W24, (A A,
=5 exp(— )
20k, T \ kT k,T

3W2x3.5277( A, ) A,
= 32 exp(—
4x k,T k,T

1.764T.\"” 1.764T.
exp(— T )

)

= 0.671959(
where
2A, =3.5277k,T. .

We make a scaling plot of C, /[v27 N(0)k;A,]as a function of kAO .

B

C/(V 27 N(O)k gAg)
030,
025"
020
0.15
0.10

0.05F

' . . . I . . L L L L : . . L k T/A
0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 B 0

Fig. Plotof C, /[vV27N(0)k,A,] as a function of kg7/A, for T<<Ay/ks.

(i1) At T = T,, where 4= 0. The first term is continuous through the transition (4 —0)
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s _2 o U (E)
’ j dEN (E)E*[-= =]

C =T =
or T
_2 T £ (&) (§)
7 N(0)2£ dé[—¢ g
2 7’
TR
27z

Note that £ |§| in the limit of 4 —0. The specific heat jump at 7, is given by

AC=(C,~C,)rr o

_ [ax A
= [dT] j AN (=5
nolt).

where we use
iGN
e (%)

0(&) is the Dirac delta function. Using the relation,

1/2
51 a-Iye 230626k, - Ly,
3] T g

c

A= ﬂkT{

we get

AC = ﬂzk;TcN(O)% =0.9507517k,’T.N(0)

Then the ratio is evaluated as

L) 7§(3) 12

c 7203)

=1.42613. (BCS prediction).
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((Mathematica))

e'XB XS
Integrate[— , {X, A, oo}] //
x? - p?
Simplify[#, {B>0, A>0}] &

A2 (B ABesselK[1, BA] +BesselK[2, BA])

B
2Xx
Integrate[— » {%, 0, °°}] /1
Exp[Bx] +1
Simplify[#, {B>0}] &
2
Y
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APPENDIX

Formula related to the BCS theory

The magnetic quantum flux (fluxoid, or fluxon) is

B E _ 2anc
2e 2e

@,

The coherence length at 7=0 K

_hv,

o=

A,

The energy gap at 7=0 K:

=2.06783372x107 (Gauss.cm?).

A, =2hw, exp[—;] =2k, 0, exp[—L] .

VN(0)

The energy gap

2A, =3.5277k,T..

The energy gap

Al _ 1.73669(1 —1)”2 .
A T

0 c

The specific heat discontinuity:

c-C, _ 12

|, = =1.43.
c, " 7:03)

VN(0)

Bogoliubov transformation:
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or
(%TJ_( U vkj[akT}
+ - * + ’
a_ Vi W NP
The excitation energy of quasiparticle

E, =& +|Ak|2 .

2 1 S
u, =—1+-=%).
P50

1. &
v’ =505

— i¢
A= |Ak|e ,
uy 1s real. v, = |vk|ei¢.

Density of states for the quasi-particles

> |

NE)_ E

N,(0) JE*_AN E
&

2
-1

N—
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Ly - UL O

The BCS ground state:

|BCS) =] [ (u, +v,B))
k

q)vac> °

(BCS

+ o+ _ *
aa,, BCS>—ukvk .

A
(BCSla_, a,|BCS)=u,v, = ﬁ

k .
(BCSajya|BCS) =|yi[*
a,4|BCS) = (w,a,, —v,a’,,)|BCS)=0.

a ,,|BCS)=(u,a ,, +v,a;,)|BCS)=0.
(aNF =(N2) = (V)" = [
k
(N)=(BCS|N|BCS)=2"|v,|.
k
[aka > al:a']+ = akaalj'o" + al:'o”aka = 5k,k'§a,o” :

[akaak'a']+ = [a/-:o" al-:'a']+ = O .

akaak0'+ (Dvac> = (1 - akJJraka) q)vac> = (Dvac> .
[By,B,.].=0.
[Bi, By ], =2B, B, (1-6, ).

B.B{

q)vac> = q)vac> *

[Bk ’B]:]— =(1- By =0 )é‘k,k' .
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[akT:B/:—]+ = arw (1 - 2a1:TakT) .

la_ 3, B( ], =—a;,(1-2a,a ).

B,

(Dvac> = 9 (Dvac> =0.

B’

+ + o+
q)vac> = akTa_kl, q)vac> = _a_kiak']‘ q)vac> .

BkBkJr

(Dvac> = |q)vac> *

(apa )= —u v, 1= 21 (B, 4
(a,a}5)=uv,[1-2f(E)I6, 4

(aha )= +@’ =[S (E).

+ +
H=E +Y E(a, aqta, 'a,)

k

E =Y [-E +&+AD,]

k
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